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Records Sunday—Dec. 28 Sunday-Dec.21  Year Ago
Bible Class 423 433 453
Worship a.m. 711 670 690
Worship p.m. 364 NC 428
Wed. p.m. NC 259 320
Contribution $66,488.45 $30,711.01 $29,840.35
Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Johnny Anders is now at HealthSouth for rehabilitation after hip
surgery. | J.R. Barker, friend of Johnny & Jo Anders, may have pancreatitis
due to perforated ulcer. | Zack Fore, friend of Keaton Ainsworth, Haylee
Wilson & Caitlin Cook, is in a coma at ETMC after a car accident. | Linda
Foreman, Shelly Mullins’ mother & Les Carruth’s sister, is now home. |
Caddie Niles had shoulder surgery Dec. 29.] Gayle Payne is now home. |
Hollis Wright, father of Glenda Mills, is in Mother Frances, room 428. West
Erwin Family: Rebecca Center | Archie Kennard | Priscilla Mayer | Kay
Parrish | Jimmie Philpot | Bettye Price | Dan, Marsha, Samantha & George
Richardson | Winona Shankle | Dorothy Woeods Ongoing-concerns: Barrell
Beard | Delle Bullard | Lowrane Canada | Gwen Chandler | Milburn Cook |
Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Louise Harris | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob May |
Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Samuel Mink | Kay Parrish |
| Liz Rogers | Leon Santos | Judy Smith | Scott Smith, Michelle’s husband |
Esther Wilson Family & Friends: Bob Garris, friend of Stefan Andrews | Greg
Hodge, son-in-law of Jasper & Joanna Huff | Clara Musselman, Sharon
Ainsworth’s mother | Bill & James Pierce, brothers of Faye Kennard | Bob
Sizemore, Jim Sizemore’s brother Ongoing concerns: Rheba Burgess, Norma
Durham’s mother | Beth Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-in-law | Nelva
Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle | Earl
0’Quinn, Matt Haws’ brother-in-law | Colleen Porter, Riece Gibson’s sister |
Tatum Roberts, grandson of Bud & Charlotte Cawyer | Jim Smith, Michelle
Smith’s father-in-law

|~
7’}/ SERVING SUNDAY

10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY

Call to worship Don Crawford

Prayer Chris Reynolds
Scripture Tom Ramsour
Dismiss Ray Vannoy
Presiding At The Lord’s Table John Shaw
SERVING COMMUNION
Greg Walker Wade Weathers
Maselyn Walker Walker Weathers
Mike Watts Wynne Weathers
Don Weathers Will Weathers
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer Joe Roach
Scripture Dannie Skipper
Dismiss Glynn Starnes
GREETERS

Dannie & Sue Skipper & Kinsey Lockhart
Lee & Janice Kellenberger & Haylee Lowry
Glynn & Fran Starnes & Chelsea Meazell
Visitor Center: Jay-& Debbie Bynum

Pick up cards for January 4: Caleb DuPree, Jack Clark,
Connor Clark, Jake Skender, Zack Skender

‘From The Heart of TYLER”

@ Bible-based
& Christ-centered
# People-oriented
& Heart-filled
% Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEXAS

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram
ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship: Nursery a.m.: Kathy Means | Nursery p.m.:
Kim Frick | Toddlers a.m: Cathy & Wendy Culpepper| Toddlers
p.m.: Kristi & Megan Harris | 2’s a.m.: Cassandra & Amy Estes|
3’s & 4’s a.m.: Vance & Jamie Metcalf

e ASSEMBLIES

NI Da eI NGttt SUNDEY WEDNESDAY
Don Crawlord - Involvement Danny Snell - Youth . . . . .
Michael Whitworth, Educalion Minister  Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister E/llglrilﬁst;'lc\)lglrshlp """""""""""""""" ] (g)gg j:m Lad'e(’;;)':)lﬂe"g:‘agss May) -------------------- 10:00 A.M.

MISSIONS ; ip.. 00 AM. _ .

Rafael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz BLCA Evening Worship ............. ?Sr?é“AASS ggg Em Bible Classes .........cccuviviieniviierenainne 7:00 P.M.
T e or Aaron buval | | TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
ngn L‘:)rt Phil Marts " Bill Mullins Christian Service Center ............. 9:00 A.M. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

Reflections on 2008

2008 has been a tremendous year at West Erwin.
God has blessed us richly in many ways. As we draw 2008
to a close and look forward into 2009, | wanted to take a
few moments and share some reflections with you.

2008 marked a year of change in our staff. Early in
the year, Doug Yates announced his move to Clarksville,
TN, and then Jo Butler passed away unexpectedly in April.
Later in the year we hired Michael Whitworth as Education
Minister, and Lindsay Kelly as secretary. Both are
exceiient additions to our staff. Isiael Sandoval was &iso
added as Hispanic Minister and is doing an excellent job
with our Spanish speaking classes and worship.

2008 also marked some milestones for other staff
members. On September 28th, West Erwin celebrated 40
years of service by Frances McBee, 20 years of service by
Danny Snell, and 42 years of service by Leonard
Thompson. West Erwin is blessed with longevity of
service.

Among other things, Don Crawford did a wonderful
job helping to coordinate the ever-increasing needs for
food, clothing and other assistance in our community. With
Hurricane lke, the demands on our Benevolence Center
increased and many more families were assisted this year.

Our overall numbers were increasing this year at

West Erwin. Our Sunday morning attendance rose 34 over
last year's number to an average of 709 per Sunday. Bible
Class saw an increase of 26 to an average of 447. Our
evening service also increased by 12 to 416 per Sunday
night service. However, our Wednesday numbers declined
by 7 to an average of 338.

We had 68 members place their membership with
us along with 27 of their family members. That's the
second highest number to place membership with us in this
decade. There were 3 babies born and we had 13 of our
members to pass away in 2008.

We witnessed 41 people put on their Lord in
baptism this year. That is more than double our average
for the past 10 years.

Our contribution for 2008 was phenomenal.
$1,675,223 was contributed overall. That's $320,103 over
the budget for the year. We are truly blessed people.

No one knows for sure what the future holds. But
my forecast for 2009 is bright for the Christians at West
Erwin. | can see us meeting challenges, growing closer,
reaching more, loving more and finding more blessings
from God. Thank you for a great 2008. Pray for even more
of God's glory to shine in 2009.

See you Sunday! Mike

2009 Theme
“Where To?
A destination for wherever you are.
January: To Submission

Sermons for January 4 by Mike Baker
AM.: Where To? (Gen. 12:1)
P.M.: When Your Righteousness Is Tried (Job 27:1-6)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




COMBEBINED DEVOTIONAL
All of those in the middle and high school are invited to
THANKS! the devo this coming Sunday night as we kick off the new

Thanks to all who helped with the Santa Service Project. year! Bring $3 for supper and invite a friend to join us. We
A special thanks to those who contributed and made this a will be finished at 8:30.

very special Christmas for the three children and their fam- LTC
lly g : «y :
The theme for this year is from the book of John, “Light,
) HOLIDAY IN THE PARK i Life & Word.” Watch for more information.
A special thanks to all who went to Holiday in the Park
this week. We had 63 from West Erwin along with another
60 or so from Shiloh Rd. and Henderson. Thanks to all Jan. 4

Youth With Heart... by Danny

IMPORTANT DATES

Combined Devotional

who went as sponsors and also drove the buses. Jan. 5 West Erwin Hosts Karing Kitchen
KARING KITCHEN Jan. 11 Middle School Devotional

West Erwin will host the Karing Kitchen on Monday, Jan. 18 Small Groups Meet
Jan. 5. We serve at 6:00 & preparation starts around 4:30. Jan. 25 High School Devotional
We are usually finished with cleanup by 7:15. This is a Jan. 26 Bible Quiz

great opportunity to serve the community. Call me if you Jan. 30-Feb.1  High School Servant Retreat
have any questions. Apr. 10-12 LTC

New Birth Then there are other churches who stand in

complete contrast, giving birth to new bodies.
| remember the day my children were born. Under the watchful eye of the mature parent

Sonograms were not yet part of the process. church who offers a type of prenatal and postna-

Therefore, “It's a girl!"” made my heart leap inside. tal care, the day comes, the announcement is

A new birth is always exciting. It's the cap and heralded “It's a church!” The joy and celebration

crown for a long awaited moment. fills the air.

Such a moment is rare in the church. What New life away from the security of the parent

seems to be the natural process to reproduce church is courageous; it's Biblical; it's right; it's

tends to get lost in the busyness of church life. exciting!

We often create a selfish shell for our own activi- Wouldn't you like to be a part of that? Would-

ties. It happened in Laodicea. The once vibrant n't you like to contribute to such an event that is

church turned inward. They had become a reli- part of Christ's own vision, “l will build my

gious relic without vision, passion, nor mission. church.”

“‘Lukewarm” is how Jesus described it. 2009 just may be the year!

By Don Crawford

Thank You

West Erwin Church of Christ,
Thank you so very much for the beautiful ivy plant you sent for
Marcus’ funeral. It was so thoughtful of you to think of us at this
devastating time and | really appreciate it.
Love,
Dianna Hall
We want to thank Don Crawford for his comforting words at the
memorial services for our mother and also the singers for their
beautiful songs. Odell loved everyone at West Erwin and the
flowers, cards and telephone calls have shown your care and
tenderness toward her. We also appreciate the funch provided to
us the day of her service.
May God Bless Each of You,
The Sessions Family
Dear Christian Friends,
Just wanted to say thank you for all your thoughts, prayers, cards
and all your kindness toward me concerning Buck’s death. |
would not have survived without all of you. 1 am doing pretty
good. | live real close to my oldest son and the other two do not
live too far away. If you are ever in Conroe or Willis, come and
see me.
Love,
Kathleen Nowell
Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia! Your
thoughtfulness was truly appreciated.
Evelyn Alme
Thank you so much for the lovely poinsettia. It is so nice for the
church to remember us at this time of year.
Very Sincerely,
Kay Stanley
| am very grateful to everyone at West Erwin for your prayers and
acts of kindness during my illness. Thank you very much for the
widow’s luncheon and the beautiful poinsettia.
Dorothy Woods

I have always had a love-hate relationship with New Year’s.
Every New Year's Eve, I become wrapped up in the craziness.
I stay up well past my bedtime to see the Times Square
crystal ball drop in New York. I even stay up past midnight
Central Time and spend the hour in between contemplating
my New Year’s Resolutions. I wake up the next morning with
an awful post-celebration headache, but with fierce
determination to make the new year better than the last, and
to keep my resolutions. But January 3rd always comes and my resolutions join all the failed
ones of years past on the trash heap. I suffer from wanting to change with the New Year, but
always failing. As a Christian, God also has new things in store for me (2 Cor. 5:17), but I
struggle to find the destination that God has in mind. Thank God that such change is a life-long
process, not a 365-day destined-to-fail experiment. This year, West Erwin’s theme is “Where
To?” As part of our theme, we will offer four weekly devotionals in the Sunday Update at the
beginning of each month. Our prayer is that these devotionals will be a blessing to you as you
become the person God desires. Be looking for January’s devotionals on Sunday morning in
your update. Until then, may you have a happy New Year full of friends, food, and football.

S"fAl{}jJINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

Thanksgiving to God

The Special contribution in December was $101,550.00
above our regular contribution. Because of your giving
in 2008, we were able to apply $150,000.00 to our note
balance owed on our new construction. You are to be
commended for your generosity and your expression of
thanks to God. My God continue to bless you and the
family in 2009.

The Elders

You are imvited to a éa@ shower ﬁonorirg
Ruth Anne Mmyan

January 1t from 3:30 p-4:30 p. m

Tam@ Life Center

Selections are at ‘Tmyef & Rabies R Us. W'sa jir/./
- S, @

.S P4

Wednesday Morning

Ladies Bible Class

The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Class will began
at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 7, 2009, with a
series of lessons entitled:"Waiting On The Lord In
Difficult Times.” This will be a study of the Book of
Job. Fern Bench will be teaching.

Children’s Ministry Workshop
We will be having a Children’s 1

Ministry Workshop with Eric «. .~
Brunson on January 9-10, 2009.
The workshop will start at 6:30
p.m. on Friday and 9:00 a.m. on
Saturday. Lunch will be provided
on Saturday. Children’s Worship
teachers, leaders and anyone
else who works with children are

invited to attend. Call Michael Whitworth for
more information at 903-592-0809 or email

mwhitworth@westerwin.org.
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With Sympathy

We express our deepest sympathy to Johnny
Anders on the death of his sister, Celia Turner.
Services were Dec. 21 in Oakwood. Services for
Gregoria Sosa, grandmother of Martha Sandoval
& Ana Zavala, were Dec. 23, in Tyler. Graveside
Services for Nola Seagler, mother of Gaylan
Seagler, were Monday at Cathedral in the Pines in
Tyler. Our love and prayers are with each of these
families.

| Refpome__r This Weeﬁ._ .

Cathy Stowers responded Sunday asking for
prayers for a family member. | Suzanne Lane also
responded Sunday asking for prayers for her
safety as she is being deployed to Iraq.

We rejoice with Samantha Symbalisty who was
baptized Sunday, December 28 by Tyler DuVall.
Samantha is a student at Abilene Christian
University. Her address is ACU Box 27861,
Abilene, TX 79699.

We welcome  you o the West Erwin fam@/
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December 18, 2008

Records Sunday-Dec. 14 Sunday- Dec. 7 Year Ago

Bible Class 466 456 477
Worship a.m. 711 710 694
Worship p.m. 392 404 378

Wed. p.m. 307 310 363
Contribution $26,060.00 $37,743.02 $24,667.00

Weekly Budget $26,060.00 Special Cont. 12/14: $80,852.43

Updates: Dorothy Babb, a shut in member and the mother of Dennis Stansbury, is in Maother
Frances, room 4405. | Rebecca Center was beaten in a home invasion on Friday. She and
her husband were injured and hospitalized. | Milburn Cook will soon begin treatment for
cancer. | Linda Foreman, Shelly Mullins’ mother & Les Carruth’s sister, is at Mother Frances
Hospital. | Bob Garris, friend of Stefan Andrews, has a mole that was determined a class S
melanoma. | Fred Hertwig is requesting prayers for his ex-wife who has cancer. | Greg
Hodge, son-in-law of Jasper & Joanna Huff, will have colon cancer surgery Wednesday in Ft.
Worth. | Terry Jackson, husband of Donella, had shoulder surgery Wednesday and was able
to go home. | Roy Jordan, Curt Jordan’s father, is in Christian Services in Mesquite. | Archie
Kennard is very ill and in a lot of pain. | Clara Musselman, Sharon Ainsworth’s mother, had
heart surgery and then a slight stroke. She is hospitalized in Burleson. | Caddie Niles will
have shoulder surgery Dec. 29. | Kay Parrish had a back procedure on Wednesday at Mother
Frances. | Bill Pierce, Faye Kennard's twin brother, is having problems with his eyes. | James
Pierce, Faye Kennard’s brother, is battling cancer and undergoing chemotherapy. | Jimmie
Philpot is now home. | Dave Seaberry, Louise's son, had surgery on Dec. 16, in Dallas. | Bab
Sizemore, brother of Jim, has started treatment for lung cancer in Axton, VA. | Celia Turner,
Johnny Anders’ sister, suffered a stroke and is in hospice care. West Erwin Family: Gail Bennett
| Deloris Bundy | Gwen Chandler | Louise Harris | Mary Lee | Jim Mayer | Priscilla Mayer| Gayle
Payne | Bettye Price | Dan, Marsha, Samantha & George Richardson | Winona Shankle | Esther
Wilson | Dorothy Woods Ongoing concerns: Johnny Anders | Darrell Beard | Delle Bullard |
Lowrane Canada | Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob May | Bobbye May |
Ruth Meazell {Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Samuel Mink | Kay Parrish |  Liz
Rogers | Judy Smith | Scott Smith, Michelle’s husband Family & Friends: Dorothy Bell, former
member | Shane Durham, Don & Norma's son | Cade Grier, Blair Ethridge’s cousin Ongoing
concerns: Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith's sister | Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother
| Beth Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-in-law | Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou
larrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle | Colleen Porter, Riece Gibson’s sister | Jim Smith, Michelle
Smith’s father-in-law

From The Heart of Tyler  Vol. 39— No. 5Q, 5\

SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY
Call to worship Don Crawford
Prayer John Lacy
Scripture Joey Marse
Dismiss Phil Marts
Presiding At The Lord’s Table Paul Montandon
SERVING COMMUNION
Will Tanksley Randy Turner
Billy Terrell Marcus Turner
John Thompson John Turner, Ir.
Terry Tindel Ray Vannoy
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer J.D. Osborn
Scripture Noel Parker
Dismiss Bob Paul
GREETERS

Bob & Barbara Paul & Colt Keeney
Wendell & Anita Potter & Jessica Keeney
Fred & Sara Powell & Melodi Keeney
Visitor Center: Ray & Carolyn Womack
Louise Seaberry
Pick up cards for December 21 & 28: Trey Jackson, Caleb
Grounds, Carson Hancock, Nicolas Means, Keaton Conder

‘From The Heart of TYLER’

# Bible-based
& Christ-centered
@ People-oriented
@ Heart-filled

 Sentou WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
T Y L E R T E X A S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram
ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship: Nursery a.m.: Jan Cook | Nursery p.m.: Kelli
Malone | Toddlers a.m: Lisa & Jordan Snell} Toddlers p.m.:
Connie Sublette & Lynda Terrell | 2’s a.m.: Corey & Angie
Coleman| 3's & 4’s a.m.: Jonathan & Laurie Stone

MINISTERS

Mike Baker - Pulpit Minister SHLINNAY
Don Crawford - Involvement Danny Snell - Youth S
Michael Whitworth, Education Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister B'ble_SChOOI gl aens s anas

MISSIONS Morning Worship
Rafael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz B.CA. | | Evening Worship ............
ELDERS

Jay Bynum Don Durham Dr. Aaron DuVall TUES_DAY ANP THURSDAY
Ron Lot Phil Marls Bill Mulins | | Christian Service Center ......
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate

ASSEMBLIES
WEDNESDAY
........... 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class ............c.c.cceinnne. 10:00 AM.
......... 10:00 A.M. (Sept through May)

Sept-May 5:00 PM.
June-Aug 6:00 PM.

....... 9:00 A.M. to

Bible Classes .......ccccvuvrenerarramserersrnns 7:00 PM.

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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From the West Erwin Church of Christ Staff

“The Church With Heart”
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Youth With Heart... by Danny LTC

THANKS! Tight, Lie & Word.» Wateh for more infommastion.
Thanks to David Asbill, Mike Gravois, Jeremy ’

. . . SANTA SERVICE PROJECT
Wllsog, Judy Mitcham, ‘Lmdsay Kelly, Jean D_uVall The youth group will be sponsoring a needy family
and Lisa Snell for teaching our Wednesday Girls & for Christmas this year. We are going to buy
GLVE casses tpmipast e S Asaeome: . Christmas presents for 3 kids. If you would like to help
Thanks to Wade & Diane Weathers for hosting the with a donation. let me know. Teens: we will be
Jr. High Christmas Party this past Friday. Thanks to buying the gifts a’n d wrapping them on Sunday, Dec.
Jeremy Wilson, Tim & Patti Grounds for helping. ’

Thanks to Lee & Camille Mink for helping with the 21. We will take the bus right after ChuI;Ch Su.nday
. morning and eat lunch together at Jason’s Deli and
High School Party.

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK then go shop for the gifts and return to the church to

- . : . . t ith us.
We are planning to go to Six Flag’s Holiday in the Wrapitiem PlaIr;w;s(]))ngd :ﬁ; gt;;r'llc‘)grslm s
Park on Tuesday, Dec. 30. Cost is $25. You must sign Dec. 21 Saata Service Project
up and pay by Sunday, Dec. 21. Absolute deadline for pec. 30

P e _ . Holiday In The Park @ Six Flags
signing up is Sunday, Dec. 21. Details to come. Jan. 30-Feb.1  High School Servant Retreat

The year is drawing to a close and I want to extend a warm
and sincere thanks to all those who have made my first
seven months here at West Erwin so special. You have
welcomed me into this great congregation in a very special
way. I want to extend an extra thanks to all those who
have sacrificed and contributed to West Erwin’s education
ministry in the past year. All of you are true servants!

STAR; FINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

I want to make our ladies aware of a new three-month class that will be offered on
Wednesday Nights in Room 112 beginning in January. The class will be taught by Joy
Rousseau and is titled "The Blessings of Prophecy.” The class will examine the Book of
Revelation in light of Old Testament prophecy. I want to thank Joy for being so willing to
teach this class and I encourage our wonderful West Erwin ladies to attend if possible.

We also have several new teachers and classes, especially on Sunday Morning. Ira Wilson
is teaching a class on Galatians in the Heritage Room and Wayne Berryman is leading a
study on the Minor Prophets. Davy Carter is instructing the Young Marrieds class based
on the book The Love Dare. Other teachers are continuing from last quarter, but are
teaching new topics. If you do not currently attend a class on Sunday morning, there will
never be a better time to begin doing so! You can start early on New Year’s Resolutions!

One final note: Paul teaches that we can learn about God’s nature through his creation
(Romans 1:20) because God has not left himself “"without witness” (Acts 14:17). In that
spirit, I set out 18 months ago on a summer road trip through the American West,
chronicling with keyboard and camera what I learned about God at every turn. It was a
memorable experience and one that I plan on repeating as often as possible throughout my
life. As a continuation of that experience, I will be leaving on Monday, December 22, for a
10-day Christmas trip to the Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, and Arches National Park.
While gone, I will be keeping an online journal (aka “blog) of my journey and posting
photographs every night of God’s “invisible witness,” the testimony hidden in creation. I
want to invite all of you to follow my tire treads by visiting www.michaelwhitworth.com
and clicking “"Blog.” You can also find there pictures from my 2007 Road Trip.

I hope that each and every one of you has a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
I look forward to what 2009 has in store for God’s people at West Erwin. Smile!

Teach at West Erwin Playschool
The West Erwin Playschool is looking to fill a part-
time teaching position in the four-year-old
classroom. The playschool meets on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Please contact Kim DuPree at 903-530-
4948 if you are interested.

Holiday Schedule

We will not be having services or
7 a Wednesday night meal on
Wednesday, December 24. Also,

the church office will close at
12:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
Dec.24, and will be closed
ecember 25 & 26. You will not
: Sfve a bulletin the week of
— . .
~ Christmas.

Membership Involvement Forms

You should have received a form in the mail asking
for contact, involvement and other information to
use for our new database. Each baptized member
in your family should fill out a form. If you did not
receive one, there are extra copies at the Visitor
Center. We greatly appreciate your help in this
effort!

New Year’s Eve Party
Please make plans to join us at the West Erwin
1 Family Llife Center for a New
« Year's Eve celebration on
December 31, 2008. Be watching
.% for more details to come!!

Thank You
It is wonderful to have such a caring church family.
Thank you for the food, cards and prayers during
my recent surgery and recovery.
Geri Moore
Many thanks to the lovely ladies that provided such
a delicious luncheon and fun time for single ladies. |
am enjoying my beautiful plant. Thank you very
much.
In Christian Love,
Jeri Church

€ &3 i&ES

We rejoice with Matthew Kimball who was
baptized Wednesday, December 10. Matthew is
the son of Laurie Kimball and his address is 1313
Graham Dr., Tyler TX 75701.

Cayla Ables placed membership at West Erwin
last Sunday. Cayla is the wife of Cody Ables and
her address is 3424 Iberville Dr., Tyler, TX 75701.

We welcome you fo the West Erwin fami@/

Annual Blood Drive
The annual blood drive will be December 28 at the
West Erwin Church of Christ Family Life Center
from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Donors will receive a t-
shirt and $10.00 gas card. For more information,
contact Don Crawford.

congratulations

Graduation

Congratulations to Lauren Turner who will
graduate from The University of Texas at Tyler on
December 20, 2008 with a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education. Lauren is the daughter of
Marc & Tammy Lemons and the granddaughter of
Velma Lemons. Also, Rebekah Carnathan will
graduate from The University of Texas at Tyler on
December 20, 2008, with a bachelor’s degree in
interdisciplinary studies. Congrats to our
graduates!

Engagement

Wesley Hilliard and Andrea King will be married
on January 28, 2009, in St. Louis, MO. They both
graduated in May 2008 from Webster University
in St. Louis. Wesley is the son of Robert and Kathy
Hilliard and he is the grandson of Rob and Carmen
Hilliard and Winnie Bell. They will make their
home in St. Louis.

Opportunity in Whitehouse
The deadline to return the Whitehouse Mission
Surveys is December 21. Please fill out the survey
and return it to the church office in the self
addressed stamped envelope by December 21.
Your help in this effort is greatly appreciated!



December 11, 2008 From The Heart of Tyler Vol. 39— No. 50
Records Sunday- Dec. 7 Sunday—Nov.30  Year Ago
Bible Class 456 487 463
Worship a.m. 710 755 678
Worship p.m. 404 415 430
Wed. p.m. 310 184 319
Contribution $37,743.02 $30,415.04 32,015.09
Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Dorothy Babb, a shut in member and the mother of Dennis Stansbury, is
in Mother Frances, room 4405. | Gwen Chandler received news that she has a
lump in her breast that has been determined a grade 1 tumor. She will be
consulting with specialists for treatment options. | Bradie Cook, baby of a co-
worker of Jennifer Heath, had eye surgery and it is showing signs of healing her
eyes. | Wanda Cook had a heart cath. Monday at ETMC and they found no new
problems. | Linda Foreman, Shelly Mullins’ mother & Les Carruth’s sister, is at
Mother Frances Hospital. | J Jones’s father had open heart surgery at Baylor
Heart Hospital in Dallas and is doing well. | Mary Lee had eye surgery 12/10, in
Dallas. | Frances McBee will have surgery Fri., 12/12 to remove a benign lump in
her breast. | Caddie Niles will have shoulder surgery Dec. 29. | limmie Philpot is
at Mother Frances Hospital with pneumonia. | Dave Seaberry, Louise’s son, is
having surgery Dec. 16, in Dallas. West Erwin Family: Gail Bennett | Deloris Bundy
Louise Harris | Jim Mayer | Priscilla Mayer| Gayle Payne | Bettye Price | Dan, Marsha,
Samantha & George Richardson | Winona Shankle | Esther Wilson | Dorothy Woods
Ongoing concerns: Johnny Anders | Darrell Beard | Delle Bullard | Lowrane Canada |
Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bab May | Bobbye May | Ruth
Meazell |Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Samuel Mink | Kay Parrish |
Liz Rogers | Judy Smith | Scott Smith, Michelle’s husband Family & Friends: Dorothy
Bell, former member | Shane Durham, Don & Norma’s son | Cade Grier, Blair
Ethridge’s cousin Ongoing concerns: Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister |
Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother | Beth Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-
in-law | Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle |
Colleen Porter, Riece Gibson's sister | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-law

SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY

Call to worship Mike Baker
Prayer James Hardin
Scripture Roger Howell
Dismiss James Sublette

Presiding At The Lord’s Table Paul Hancock

SERVING COMMUNION

Will Tanksley Randy Turner
Billy Terrell Marcus Turner
John Thompson John Turner, Ir.
Terry Tindel Ray Vannoy
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer Odie Kennedy
Scripture Dennis Kingsbury
Dismiss Bob Hackett

GREETERS
Kenneth & Evelyn Muncy & Brady Johnson
Noel & Jean Parker & Jared Jordan
Jeff & Melissa Parrish & Brittney Kempton
Visitor Center: James & Connie Sublette
Gary & Judy Mitcham
Pick up cards for December 14: Tanner Perry, Stephen
Moore, Colton Haile, Austin Millican, Isaac Millican

‘From The Heart of TYLER”

@ Bible-based
@ Christ-centered
@ People-oriented
@ Heart-filled
% Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEXA S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram
ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship: Nursery a.m.: Kelli Malone | Nursery p.m.:
Jan Cook | Toddlers a.m: Connie Sublette & Lynda Terrell |
Toddlers p.m.: Lisa & Jordan Snell} 2's a.m.: George & Crystal
Hill] 3’s 8& 4's a.m.: Brant & Jeri Prestidge

MINISTERS

. I ASSEMBLIES
Mike Baker - Pulpit Minister QlINnAY WERREONAV
Don Crawford - Involvement Danny Snell - Youth N i gy e ,
Michael Whitworth, Education Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister Blb|e‘SCh00| rrossessannectRBRLING - SIRLRS IR 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class ...............c....coe.e.. 10:00 A.M.
MISSIONS Morning Worship ...........cccooeuiniinne. 10:00 A.M. _ (Sept through May)
Rafael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz B.1cA. | | Evening Worship ............. Sept-May 5:00 P.M. Bible Classes .........ccciuvnerminnisnssisnnens 7:00 PM.
ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 P.M.
Jay Bynum Don Durham Dr. Aaron DuVall TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Ron Lott Phil Marts " Bill Mulins | | Christian Service Center-............. 9:00 AM. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

An Observation and Reminders

It was my privilege to be in attendance last Sunday
afternoon as Dean Brookshire presented a wonderful
gospel message to a mostly full room at The Atria. With a
steady voice and a keen memory, Dean expounded on
timeless truths of the gospel and our need to experience
the love and forgiveness of God.

Since 2002, Dean has been delivering afternoon
lessons on the first Sunday of each month to the residents
there. He had recently decided that this past Sunday
would be his last message. J. D. Osborn led the singing for
the group as he has done for the past several years.

Toward the end of his comments, Dean stated, “I'm
going to quit preaching. But I'm never going to quit
praying. You will always be in my prayers.”

Dean was the pulpit minister here at West Erwin
from 1958 to 1968.

We love and appreciate Dean and the many years
of service he has given to the work of the Lord. West Erwin
is blessed to have several former preachers as members
and we are grateful for their efforts as well.

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the
gospel of peace, who bring glad tiding of good things!”
(Rom. 10:15).

Reminders....

+ The membership involvement forms were mailed out to
each family last week. Our new software program is in
place and we are looking to have good, clean data to
use with this excellent tool. Please remember to have
each baptized member of your family fill out a form and
then return these forms to the church building or
church office by December 14th.

¢ In a separate maliling, the elders sent information to
each tamily concerning the opportunity at Whitehouse.
Please take the time to read this information and then
return your thoughts in the pre-stamped envelope
provided.

¢ This Sunday marks the occasion of our annual year-
end contribution. This year the elders have designated
that this special contribution will be used to reduce the
remaining building loan amount of $483,000.

¢ The new education quarter began last Sunday. If you
are not currently attending a class, this would be an
excellent time to begin.  The winter quarter
teacher/class listing brochures are located at the
entrances and at the Visitor Center. Why not begin this
Sunday?

See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...

“Heaven”
filled with our friends and family.

Sermons for December 14 by Mike Baker
A.M.: Be Excellent! (Col. 3:23-24)
P.M.: Have You Walked On Water Lately?(Matt. 14:28-30)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “QOur Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart... by Danny

LTC SIGN-UP

If you missed our sign up night, there 1s still time! The
theme for this year is from the book of John, “Light, Life &
Word.” All students in grades 3-12 and their families are
encouraged to be a part of LT'C. Last year 83 students and
about 120 adults were a part of the West Erwin LTC
group. If you are interested in helping or need more
information, contact me. There is a sign-up table in the
Office Complex. Deadline for signing up is this week.

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK

We are planning to go to Six Flag’s Holiday in the Park

on Tuesday, Dec. 30. Cost is $20. To get the discounted

JR. HIGH & SENIOR HIGH HOLIDAY PARTY

The Jr. High Holiday Party will be Friday, Dec. 12 from
7:30-10:00 at the home of Wade & Diane Weathers.
Snacks will be served. Please bring a $4-6 wrapped “Fun
Gift”. Maps will be provided.

The High School Holiday Party will be at our home in
Whitehouse on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 6:00-10:00. Supper
will be served. Please bring a $4-6 wrapped “Fun Gift”.
Invite a friend to join us!

SERVICE PROJECT

The youth group will be sponsoring a needy family for
Christmas this year. We are going to buy Christmas presents for
3 kids. If you would like to help with a donation, let me know.

Teens: we will be buying the gifts and wrapping them on Sunday,
Dec. 21.

1. Do Not Brag

“Let your light so shine before men that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven® (Mt 5:16). That
means your light is to glow, not glare. Let
people see the light, not the lamp — self-
righteous people are obnoxious.

2. Do Not Nag

No one likes to see a nag coming toward
them. “Let your speech be always with
grace...” (Col. 4:6).

ticket price, you must sign up and pay by Sunday, Dec. 14. IMPORTANT DATES
Absolute deadline for signing up is Sunday, Dec. 21. Deec. 12 Jr. High Holiday Party
Details to come. Dec. 13 High School Holiday Party
Dec. 30 Holiday In The Park @ Six Flags
You are the Light of the World
3. Do Not Lag
Here are four helpful “Do Nots” that will make a Carry your part of the load and then carry a
difference. little more. “...each one should carry his own

load....carry each other’s burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:5,2).

4. Do Not Sag

“‘Let the joy of the Lord be vyour
strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). Refuse to
compromise. Most people just want to know
how to get through Monday. When they see
your victory they will ask, “Who put that song in
your heart?” Then you have an opportunity to

tell them.
By Don Crawford

STAR;Q}INISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

are wreaths,

“It's the most wonderful time of the year.” The weather
may have turned chilly, but everywhere you turn, there

Christmas trees, and glad tidings galore. I

pray that none of you are stressing out too much over the
holiday season, but if you are, I encourage you to make
sure you attend your Bible Class. It is important that we all
maintain the right perspective during this hectic time.

I again want to remind our Sunday Morning teachers: If you plan to be absent either
December 21st or 28th, and have not already found a substitute for your class, please let
me know by Wednesday, December 17th. I want to extend a sincere thanks to all those
who are teaching this quarter. We have several new and returning faces to the teaching
ranks and I know that they will all do a marvelous job in their new positions. We also have
a few that are stepping aside for a while, but I pray that they will be back soon. They have
meant so much to us for so long. If you get a chance, tell our teachers how much you
appreciate their diligent study and servant’s heart. They are all a priceless asset to the
West Erwin family, and only eternity will be able to tell of all the good that they do.

Baptism

We rejoice with Pedro Gonzalez who was baptized
Sunday, December 7 after a.m. services. His address
is 403 Rosedale, Tyler, TX 75702. We welcome you
to the West Erwin family!

Annual Blood Drive

The annual blood drive has been postponed to
December 28. We have the opportunity to
participate in a community blood program to reach
a collection goal to aid our friends and neighbors in
the Tyler area. Make plans now to help in this way
on Sunday, December 28, at the West Erwin Church
of Christ Family Life Center from 11:30 a.m.-1:00
p.m. For more information, contact Don Crawford.

Special Year End Contribution

On December 14, we will have our annual special
contribution. This year, the elders have designated
that this contribution be used to reduce the
building debt incurred to build the Benevolence
Center, Office Complex and the Education
Wing. This debt is currently at $483,000. Please
include this effort in your prayers.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Rachel Huff who will graduate
Friday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m. at Wagstaff
Gymnasium with an Associate Degree in Nursing

from Tyler Junior College. We are proud of you,
Rachel!

You’re Invited
Shiloh Road Church of Christ is hosting the Lubbock
Christian University Praise Choir and Chamber

Singers for a concert on Tuesday, December 16 at
7:00 p.m.

Membership Involvement Forms

You should have received a form in the mail asking
for contact, involvement and other information to
use for our new database. Each baptized member
in your family should fill out a form. They should be
turned in by Dec. 14. If you have any questions, or
if you did not receive one in the mail, please
contact the church office by phone at 903-592-0809
or email at office@westerwin.org. We greatly
appreciate your help in this effort!

Teach at West Erwin Playschool
The West Erwin Playschool is looking to fill a part-
time teaching position in the four-year-old
classroom. The playschool meets on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Please contact Kim DuPree at 903-
530-4948 if you are interested.

With Sympathy
We express our deepest sympathy to Linda Marts
on the death of her aunt, Evelyn Garrett. Services
were Monday in Pittsburgh. We also express our
sympathy to the family of Odell Sessions, who
passed away last Wednesday. Services were
Saturday at Lloyd James Funeral Home.
Our love and prayers are with these families.

Opportunity in Whitehouse
You should have received a letter in the mail from
the West Erwin Elders concerning the mission
opportunity in Whitehouse. There is also a survey
enclosed. Please read this information and then
return the survey in the self addressed stamped
envelope to the church office by December 21.

Thank You

We have received many thank yc'/‘)"/u notes at the
church office for our Elders and Deacons who
delivered poinsettias to widows and shut-ins of
our congregation. We have a caring group of men
serving our congregation and for that we are
thankful!

Dear Christian Friends,
We would like to thank the members of your
congregation for their wonderful support of our
food/grocery program! It is through your loving
gifts and donations that we are able to meet the
nutritional, physical and spiritual needs of these
precious children. Thank you for your kind

remembrance!

For the children,
Randy Rose
Medina Children’s Home

@ Cathy Stowers’ address in our directory is
o incorrect. Please change it to: 1219 West
4&%’-&@! Third, Tyler TX 75701.
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Records Sunday—Nov.30 Sunday-Nov.23  Year Ago
Bible Class 487 407 369
Worship a.m. 755 695 645
Worship p.m. 415 374 370
Wed. p.m. 184 NC NC

Contribution $30,415.04 $26,112.82 23,346.65

Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Dorothy Bell, former member, has pneumonia. | Gail Bennett will have
arthroscopic knee surgery at Spine and Joint Hospital on 12/5. | Deloris Bundy
had day surgery at Mother Frances on 11/26, for blockage in her legs. |Wini
Cullinan is now home from the hospital. | Shane Durham, Don & Norma'’s son,
had successful back surgery at Mother Frances Hospital. | Linda Foreman, Shelly
Mullins” mother & Les Carruth’s sister, had surgery Monday, 11/30, and is in room
5509 at Mother Frances Hospital. | Cade Grier, Blair Ethridge’s cousin, is
undergoing complications with his hip as a result of a motorcycle accident. |
Merle Lane is now home from the hospital after a fall. | Ruth Meazell is now
home:] Winona-Shankle-had-surgery-on-her-back-tc-repair a-fracture. She’s-at
Mother Frances Hospital, room 488. | Dorothy Woods had a stent implant
Tuesday at Mother Frances Hospital. West Erwin Family: Louise Harris | Jlim Mayer |
Priscilla Mayer| Gayle Payne | Bettye Price | Dan, Marsha, Samantha & George
Richardson | Odell Sessions | Esther Wilson |Ponder Wright, Sr. | Ongoing concerns:
Johnny Anders | Darrell Beard | Delle Bullard | Lowrane Canada | Warren & Gaynelle
Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob May | Bobbye May | Shirley McClenny | Penny &
Wade McDonald | Samuel Mink | Kay Parrish |  Liz Rogers | Judy Smith | Scott
Smith, Michelle’s husband | Family & Friends: Carolyn Farquhar, Bill Wilmeth’s sister|
Evelyn Garrett, Linda Marts’ aunt | Eugene Harraid, Marie Harraid’s son | Anita
Potter's niece | Tatum Roberts, grandson of Bud & Charlotte Cawyer Ongoing
concerns: Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister | Rheba Burgess, Norma
Durham’s mother | Beth Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-in-law | Nelva Higgs,
Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle | Colleen Porter, Riece

SERVING SUNDAY

10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY
Call to worship Mike Baker
Prayer Lee Mink
Scripture Cody Mitcham
Dismiss Ron Lott
Presiding At The Lord’s Table Jamon Kirby
SERVING COMMUNION
Shaun Stamps Harvey Strickland

Dennis Stansbury
Charles Starr

Jack Stringer
James Sublette

Jonathan Stone Stuart Suggs
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer Carlos Morgan
Scripture Aubrey Morman
Dismiss Jordan Mullins
GREETERS

Paul & Carolyn Montandon
Gary & Judy Mitcham & Krista Huff
Carlos & Emma Morgan & Tailor Jackson
Visiter Center: John-& Virginia-Pike
Jack & lohnnie Stringer
Pick up cards for December 7: Tanner Perry, Stephen
Moore, Colton Haile, Austin Millican, Isaac Millican

‘From The Heart of TYLER’

@ Bible-based
& Christ-centered
# People-oriented
® Heart-filled
@ Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEXA S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram

ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship: Nursery a.m.: Donella Jackson | Nursery
p.m.: Amber Chauncey | Toddlers a.m: Judy Wilmeth & Kathy
Means | Toddlers p.m.: Mary June & Melanie Goodson| 2’s
a.m.: Clifton & Cristy Lindsey | 3's & 4’s a.m.: Will & Stephanie

: o ¢ | ‘ N : Christian
Gibson'’s sister | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-law
] MINISTERS - ASSEMBLIES
Mike Baker - Pulpit Minister crminav wWERMEen Ay
Don Crawford - involvement Danny Snell - Youth s e . o it e .
Michael Whitworth, Educalion Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister Blble.SchooI I IS 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class .............cccoovvennn. 10:00 A.M,
Morning Worship ........ccccvvverrcnee, 10:00 A.M. (Sept through May)
MISSIONS ¥ ’ X " .
Rafael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz BICA Evening Worship ............. Sept-May 5:00 PM. Bible Classes .........cccoveriireriiinenenns 7:00 P.M.
ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 PM.

Jay Bynum Don Durham Dr. Aaron DuVall TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST

Ron Lot Phil Marts " Bill Multins | | Christian Service Center ............. 9:00 AM. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

Time Flies By

it is hard to believe that we are already in
December. It seems like only yesterday that my family and
| were in the process of moving to Tyler. And now we are
into our 15th month of work here and time continues to roll
along.

It also doesn’t seem like it was a year ago that we
announced our theme for 2008, Open Our Eyes That We
May See. A sub-theme was also adopted for each of the
12 months of this year. As we have gone through this year,
i hope ihal your eyes have been opened as ours have
been. Those sub-themes covered vision, love, the lost,
Jesus, God's creation, commitment, freedom, unity, our
neighbors, forgiveness, our blessings and this month the
focus is on heaven.

We are richly blessed to live in such an area with a
strong economy, a strong church and such good people.
Our sub-theme in November was on looking at our
blessings and praising God for them. | want to let you
know that you, the West Erwin members, are a great
blessing to me and to my family and we thank God for you.

During this year we also launched a new radio
broadcast on KTBB AM600 at 7:30 a.m. on Sundays. This
began in May and the responses have been very positive.
| believe that this program is opening some doors for us

with the community. If you have not been listening to the
program | would invite you to begin doing so.

Time is very precious to all of us. It is something
that we can never recover once it is gone. Here are some
thoughts on time.

“If you spend most of the time dreaming of
tomorrow and regretting yesterday, you won't find a great
deal of time left for doing anything today.” Unknown.

Don't fret over what you'd do with your time if you
couid iive it over again...get busy wiin wial you nave ieii."
Martin Vanbee.

“Take care of the minutes, for the hours will take
care of themselves.” Alexander Pope.

“Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like a banana.”
Groucho Marx.

“To everything there is a season, A time for every
purpose under heaven.” Eccl. 3:1.

“So teach us to number our days, That we may
gain a heart of wisdom.” Psalm 90:12

Friends, | hope that we can look back on the time
that has already passed this year and conclude that we
have used our time wisely and grown in our love for God.

See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...

“Heaven”
filled with our friends and family.

Sermons for December 7 by Mike Baker
AM.: I Wouldn’t Miss Heaven For The World (John 14:1-4)
P.M.: Courage To Act (1 Kings 18:21)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”



Youth With Heart... by Danny

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK

We are planning to go to Six Flag’s Holiday in the Park
on Tuesday, Dec. 30. Cost is $20. To get the discounted
ticket price, you must sign up and pay by Sunday, Dec. 14.
Absolute deadline for signing up is Sunday, Dec. 21.
Details to come.

JR. HIGH & SENIOR HIGH HOLIDAY PARTY

The Jr. High Holiday Party will be Friday, Dec. 12 from
7:30-10:00 at the home of Wade & Diane Weathers.
Snacks will be served. Please bring a $4-6 wrapped “Fun
Gift”. Maps will be provided.

The High School Holiday Party will be at our home in
Whitehouse on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 6:00-10:00. Supper
will be served. Please bring a $4-6 wrapped “Fun Gift”.
Invite a friend to join us!

HIGH SCHOOL DEVOTIONAL

Join us Sunday night at the Family Life Center for the
High School Devotional. Bring $3 for supper and wear
tennis shoes. Invite a friend !

LTC SIGN-UP

If you missed our sign up night, there is still time! The
theme for this year is from the book of John, “Light, Life &
Word.” All students in grades 3-12 and their families are
encouraged to be a part of LTC. Last year 83 students and
about 120 adults were a part of the West Erwin LTC
group. If you are interested in helping or need more
information, contact me. There is a sign-up table in the
Office Complex. Deadline for signing up is this week.

IMPORTANT DATES
Dec. 7 High School Devotional
Dec. 12 Jr. High Holiday Party
Dec. 13 High School Holiday Party
Dec. 30 Holiday In The Park @ Six Flags

WHAT GOD REALLY WANTS

The OIld Testament prophets took GOD’S
message to the people. Among them were Isaiah
and Micah: Isaiah, one of the “major” prophets
and Micah, one of the “minor” prophets. Isaiah
ministered to the elite. Micah took GOD'S
message into the streets.

It was Micah who saw the greed in the hearts of
Judah’s leaders. He warned the nation not to be
deceived by their religious pretenses. He
condemned their sin. He exposed their hypocrisy.
He predicted the fall of the nation.

It was Micah who asked all the questions like:
What shall | bring to the Lord....Shall | come to
Him with burnt offerings....Does the Lord take
delight in thousands of rams....Shall | present my

first-born for my rebellious acts? (Micah 6:6-7)

Micah deleted his list of questions and offered a
more simple solution. He said here’'s what the
Lord wants: “He has told you, O man, what is
good; And what does the Lord require of you but
to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with your GOD.” (Micah 6:8)

GOD is not looking for slick public
performances. He does not expect gigantic acts of
self-sacrifice, nor perfect attendance for all church
meetings. What does He want from us? Read it
again. Slower this time......to do justice, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with Him. WOW!

Be a blessing to GOD today for you are loved
so dearly by Him.

By Don Crawford

START FINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

Road maps are a cool thing. I can pull out my atlas, pull
up Google Maps, or switch on my Garmin to find a route to
anywhere I want to go. From road mileage to gas prices,
from lodging to restaurants, and other points-of-interest,
today’s map resources can do almost anything. But there
is, sadly, one thing that a map cannot do. It cannot decide
your destination for you. Such is solely your decision.

Growing up, I often heard the Bible described as a road map for life’s journey. It tells us to
beware of the devil’s “detours” and “rest areas.” It makes us aware of the road hazards
and long delays we should expect. But like any map, the Bible cannot decide our
destination for us. Such is solely our decision. Tucked away in Matthew’s gospel is a
passage known as the Beatitudes. In this passage, Jesus pulls back the curtain and gives
us a glimpse of God’s intended destiny for every Christian...a destination! Beginning this
Sunday, I will be teaching a class in the Family Life Center on the Beatitudes. I invite
you to drink deeply from Jesus’ words of hope, and walk away with a life changed by your
time on the mountain. Allow God to introduce you to a destination for wherever you are!

* “Responses This Week

Baptism
We rejoice with Spencer Shaw who was baptized
Sunday, November 30, by his grandfather, Jay
Lockhart. Spencer is the son of John & Terry Shaw,
and his address is 18785 Oakbrook Road, Tyler, TX
75703.

In Need of Prayers
Norma Durham responded Sunday requesting
prayers for her son, Shane, who was having major
back surgery. Tom Cook also responded asking for
prayers about a situation in his life that he is unsure
of how to deal with. He asks that we pray for God
to guide him in this decision.

Annual Blood Drive

The annual blood drive has been postponed to
December 28. We have the opportunity to
participate in a community blood program to reach
a collection goal to aid our friends and neighbors in
the Tyler area. Make plans now to help in this way
on Sunday, December 28, at the West Erwin Church
of Christ Family Life Center from 11:30 a.m.-1:00
p.m. For more information, contact Don Crawford.

Ladies’ Class Schedule
The last meeting of the Ladies’ Wednesday morning
Bible class for the year will be December 10, 2008.
The class will resume January 7, 2009.

Special Year End Contribution

On December 14, we will have our annual special
contribution. This year, the elders have designated
that this contribution be used to reduce the
building debt incurred to build the Benevolence
Center, Office Complex and the Education
Wing. This debt is currently at $483,000. Please
include this effort in your prayers.

New Addresses
\ Daniel & Kim DuPree
P.0O. Box 1959, Whitehouse, TX 75791
UrCh
divectory 903-530-4948

vpdate Freeman & Billie Morgan

12807 Lake island Circle, Montgomery, TX 77356
936-582-4508

In Appreciation
The West Erwin elders would like to
acknowledge the work and contribution of Don
Drummond for his 16 years of past service to
the West Erwin Church of Christ as a deacon.

Don recently stepped down as a deacon
after producing over 1,000 Christian TV/radio
media programs and serving as chairman of the
Local Evangelism committee. Don has a passion
for local evangelism and desired to reach out to
our community with the Lord's gospel. As he left
his position, he encouraged us to be at least as
supportive of local and regional evangelism as
we have been of world-wide evangelism. He
personally believes that evangelism starts at
home.

The elders are grateful for Don
Drummond and his contribution to the Lord's
work. He will be missed as a deacon.

Your humble servants,
The West Erwin Elders

Membership Involvement Forms
We've recently purchased a new computer
program and we want to have fresh, updated
information about our members in our database.
You will be receiving a form in the mail asking for
contact, involvement and other information.
Each baptized member in your family should fill
out a form. Please drop forms off at worship
times in the receptacles labeled “Membership
Involvement Forms” near the entrances of the
main building. Please be sure to keep your
families’ forms together by stapling, paper
clipping, or folding them back into the envelope
they were mailed in. You may also mail these
forms back in at 420 West Erwin, Tyler, TX 75702.
This information will be an aid to the different
ministries and leaders of those ministries at West
Erwin. Please have these forms turned in by
December 14. We would like to start using this
information by the first of the year. If you have
any questions, please contact the church office by
phone at 903-592-0809 or email
office@westerwin.org. We greatly appreciate
your help in this effort!
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Records Sunday—Nov.23 Sunday—Nov.16 Year Ago
Bible Class 407 460 453
Worship a.m. 695 768 687
Worship p.m. 374 381 375
Wed. p.m. NC 379 368
Contribution $26,112.82 $31,319.83 $25,594.27
Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Bradie Cook, premature baby of a co-worker of Jennifer Heath, had
eye surgery to restore her vision. | Shane Durham, Don & Norma’s son, will
be having surgery on November 26 at Mother Frances Hospital. | Nancy
Tanksley, Will Tanksley's grandmother, is in critical care in Tennessee.

West Erwin Family: Mary Ruth Cox | Jerry Frick | Fred Hertwig | Louise
Harris | Jim Mayer | Priscilla Mayer| Ruth Meazell | Bettye Price | Odell
Sessions | Winona Shankle | Esther Wilson |Ponder Wright, Sr. | Ongoing
concerns: Johnny Anders | Darrell Beard | Delfle Bullard | Delores 8undy |
Lowrane Canada | Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob
May | Bobbye May | Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Samuel
Mink | Kay Parrish | George Richardson | Liz Rogers | Judy Smith | Scott
Smith, Michelle’s husband | Dorothy Woods

Family & Friends: Carolyn Farquhar, Bill Wilmeth’s sister| Evelyn Garrett,
Linda Marts’ aunt | Eugene Harraid, Marie Harraid’s son | Bart Johnson,
friend of Fred Hertwig | Michelle Kuechle, daughter of Melvin and Nina Crow
| Brent Osborn, J.D. & Sherry’s son | Anita Potter's niece | Tatum Roberts,
grandson of Bud & Charlotte Cawyer Ongoing concerns: Marlena Battenfield,
Michelle’s Smith’s sister | Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother | Beth
Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-in-law | Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s
aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s
father-in-law

SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY

Call to worship

Prayer Roger Knight
Scripture Joel Knox
Dismiss Jay Bynum
Presiding At The Lord’s Table Stan Mallory
SERVING COMMUNION
Shaun Stamps Harvey Strickland
Dennis Stansbury Jack Stringer
Charles Starr James Sublette
Jonathan Stone Stuart Suggs
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY

Prayer Melvin Maples
Scripture Mike McClenny
Dismiss Forest McFadden

Michael Whitworth

GREETERS

Bob & May Helen May & Preston Haile
Forest & Mary McFadden & Dalton Harris
Lee & Camille Mink & Drew Harris
Visitor-Center: Wayne & Bitsy Berryman
Mike & Nora Gravois

Pick up cards for November 23 & 30 : Matthew Kimball,

Brayden Kempton,

Evan Kingsbury, Carson Hancock,
Grant Perkins

‘From The Heart of TYLER’

@ Bible-based
& Christ-centered
@ People-oriented
@ Heart-filled
% Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEXA S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram

ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship: Nursery a.m.: Amber Chauncey | Nursery
Toddlers a.m: Mary June & Melanie
Goodson | Toddlers p.m.: Judy Wilmeth & Kathy Means | 2's
a.m.: Gary & Jennifer Heath | 3’s & 4’s a.m.: Joey & Leslie Coker

p.m.: Donella Jackson |

 MINISTERS ASSEMBLIES
Mike Baker - Pulpit Minister CIINNAVY WENMECNAY
Don Crawford - Involvement Danny Snell - Youth o . Sl = .
Michael Whitworth, Education Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister Blble_SChOOI pranerosovooo s JEASNSN CSTARAMANRAR 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class ... 10:00 A.M.
MISSIONS Morning Worship ..., 10:00 A.M. (Sept through May)
Rafael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz BILCA. Evening Worship ............. \?Sr?;'\AASZ 288 IEI\M/I Bible Classes .........ocoviiiiiscninansenns. 7:00 P.M.
Jay Bynum e b: Aaron uvail | | TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Ron Lott Phil Marts " Bill Mullins Christian Service Center ............. 9:00 A.M. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 AM. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

Always Thankful

Thanksgiving is fast approaching and | really enjoy
this holiday. It's always great to be able to reunite with
family and friends, and to take a short break from the
normal routines of life. Also, | love this holiday because it
helps to remind alf of us of the need to express our thanks.

There are many things for which we need to be
thankful. Many of us think initially of our families. Also, our
health comes to mind. And, of course, we are thankful for
our jobs, homes, government, friends, etc.

rioin e spiiitual side, we shouid be thankiui {or
our relationship with God through Jesus Christ. We should
be thankful for strong churches, solid leaderships, faithful
teachers and preachers. We are thankful for the wonderful
encouragement and fellowship that is enjoyed by those
who are in Christ. We are thankful for the tremendous
efforts to spread the gospel message to alt lost souls,
whether they are in our neighborhood or literally on the
other side of the world.

We should also be thankful for each and every day
we live on this earth. Each day is a gift from God. As
disciples, we should thank God every day for the great
blessings that we enjoy. Above all, we should never leave
God out of our lives.

In his 1863 Thanksgiving Proclamation, President

Lincoln had some insights into this nation that ring true
even today. Note his concern for the direction of the
country.

“We have been the recipients of the choicest
bounties of heaven,; we have been preserved these many
years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers,
wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. But
we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious
hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and
erniched and strengthened us. We nhave vainly iinagiied,
in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings
were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue in our
own lives. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have
become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of
redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the
God that made us.”

May we never reach the point that we forget to
thank God for the wonderful blessings we enjoy in this life.
“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
Him.” Col. 3:17.

Let us pray for everyone to have safety in their
travels this holiday season. See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...

“Our Blessings”
and continually praise God for them.

Sermons for November 30 by Mike Baker
AM.: Seven Secrets Of Spiritual Success (Jer. 10:23)
P.M.:3 Precious Personal Promises Of God (Lam. 3:22-24)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart... by Danny

THANKSGIVING...

Normally a time spent with family and a turkey... sometimes they are
one in the same! I always look forward to spending that day with some of
my favorite people. For that I am thankful. Even though we may not
share that day together, you (my brothers & sisters in Christ) are very
much a part of the things I am most thankful for.

Thanks to Lindsay Kelly, Kristi Harris, Mark Frick & J Jones for going
on the ZEW Retreat as sponsors. Thanks to Jared Jordan, Maselyn
Walker, Andrew Saucedo & Keaton Ainsworth for being counselors for
ZEW. It was a great weekend!

PAINTBALL FOR THE GUYS

We are planning an afternoon of Paintball for the middle and high
school guys on Sunday, Nov. 30. This will take place at our home in
Whitehouse. Cost is $10 which includes lunch. All equipment will be
furnished. You may also bring your own. Plan to wear some thicker
clothing- preferably camo. Everyone will be required to wear safety
equipment. Bring a change of clothes for church Sunday night. We will
return in time for church at 5:00. Call me @ 903-521-6864 for more
information. Don’t miss it!

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK

We are planning to go to Six Flags’ Holiday in the Park on Tuesday,
Dec. 30. Cost is $20. To get the discounted ticket price, you must sign
up and pay by Sunday, Dec. 14. Absolute deadline for signing up is
Sunday, Dec. 21. Details to come.

LTC SIGN-UP

If you missed our sign up night, there is still time! The theme for this
year is from the book of John, “Light, Life & Word.” All students in
grades 3-12 and their families are encouraged to be a part of LTC. Last
year, 83 students and about 120 adults were a part of the West Erwin
LTC group. If you are interested in helping or need more information,
contact me. There is a sign-up table in the Office Complex. Deadline for
signing up is Wednesday, Dec. 3.

IMPORTANT DATES
Nov. 30 Guys - Paintball Day
Dec. 7 High School Devotional

Dec. 12&13 ]Jr. High & High School Holiday Party
Dec. 30 Holiday In The Park @ Six Flags

Lies & Liars

We usually divide lies into two areas: black
lies and white lies. Black lies are statements we
know to be false at the time we make them.
White lies are not in themselves false, but simply
leave out a significant part of the truth. White
lying has become socially acceptable,
rationalizing that we don’t want to hurt peoples’
feelings. The Apostle John also divides liars into
two groups.

He mentions both groups in 1 John. The first
group are those who lie to themselves so they
will feel good about themselves. They claim to
be in fellowship with GOD, yet walk in darkness
(1:6); they claim to know GOD, yet they do not do
what He commands (2:4); they claim to love

GOD, yet they hate their brother (4:20); and
finally, the liar denies that Jesus is the Christ
(2:22). These folks are called liars and it is said
“they do not live by the truth.”

The second type of liar is the one who lies to
make somebody else look like they are lying. For
instance, (1:10) “If we claim we have not sinned,
we make GOD out to be a liar...” because He
has said “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23).

John’s final words about liars is found in
Revelation 21:8, “...the cowardly, the unbelieving,
the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral,
those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and
ALL LIARS — their place will be in the fiery lake
of burning sulfur.” All liars ......... would that

include both black and white lies?
By Don Crawford

Thank You

Dear Christian Friends,

| would like to thank all of our wonderful Christian
friends in the Tyler area for your generous
donations to the Medina Children’s Home. Your
tremendous efforts in collecting 635 pounds of
clothing will help us care for our children and single-
mother families. On behalf of all our children and
mothers, “Thank youl” We are very grateful for the
loving support that you have provided for those in
our care. We would like to extend an invitation to

any of the church members to visit our campus.
Yours in Christ,
Randy Rose
Medina Children’s Home

With Sympathy
We express our deepest sympathy to Michael Hall
on the loss of his father, Marcus Hall. Services
were Monday at Lloyd James Funeral Home. Our
love and prayers are with this family.

START FINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

my dad and I

This day of Thanksgiving has always been my favorite
holiday. As a child, Thanksgiving Day meant dressing,
cranberry sauce, and my all-time favorite dish, Orange
Salad (ladies, see me for the recipe!). It also meant Dallas
Cowboys football and a week of leftovers. In my teen years,

began the tradition of seeing a movie at the

theater after the football game. I miss those days.

But Thanksgiving now has a new significance and I find myself turning to Psalm 136 during
times like these. It is a song celebrating the goodness of God. It begins by affirming that
God created the world, and then it narrows to his work on the behalf of Israel. God
produced his people, God protected his people, and God provided for his people. When this
psalm was read in synagogues, and after every declaration, the entire congregation would
echo, “His love endures forever.” The final phrase of Psalm 136 is especially fitting on this
day of Thanksgiving: “Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love endures forever” (v. 26).
In the middle of this weekend’s food, football, and Black Friday shopping, don’t forget to
thank the Giver of good gifts because his love truly endures forever. Happy Thanksgiving!

Annual Blood Drive

We have the opportunity to participate in a
community blood program to reach a collection
goal to aid our friends and neighbors in the Tyler
area. Make plans now to help in this way on
Sunday, December 7, at the West Erwin Church of
Christ Family Life Center from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
For more information, contact Don Crawford by
phone at the church office at 903-592-0809 or by
email at dcrawford@westerwin.org.

Thanksgiving Schedule Changes
Classes will not meet Wednesday, November 26,
but everyone will meet in the auditorium for a
devotional. Nursery and toddler rooms will still be
available. There will be no Wednesday night meal
that evening. In addition, KFC (Kids For Christ) will
not meet Sunday, November 30. Also, the church
office will close at noon on Wednesday, and will be
closed Thursday and Friday.

F Thanksglwng P Ay
' The year that is drawing toward its cio;& as beerfd
filled with the blessings of fruitful fie dL}nd_
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are soi
constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the'
source from which they come, others have been
added which are of so extraordinary a nature thatf
fhey cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the
heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty God.

E
’It has seemed to me fit and proper that they
should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully
acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice,
iby the whole American people. | do therefore
invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United
. s, and also those who are in foreign lands, to
e (_rggrt and observe the last Thursday of

er next as a day of thanksgiving and
p‘;r qaise- % our beneficent Father who dwelleth in:
eheavens. Ve
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New Member'

-

Blanca Ortlz placed membershlp on Sunday,
November 23. Her address is 9077 CR 427, Tyler,
TX 75706. Her phone number is 903-279-6326.
Blanca and Gabriel’s three children are Alfonso,
Manuel and Isaac.

We we/came you fo the West Erwin fam@/

Give thanks to the Lord, ﬁ:m he is qood. -
His faithful love endires forever.

Dsalm 136:0
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Records Sunday—Nov.16 Sunday— Nov.9 Year Ago
Bible Class 460 480 453
Worship a.m. 768 750 687
Wors‘hip p.m. 381 450 375
Wed. p.m. 379 379 368
Contribution $31,319.83 $29,476.06 $25,594.27
Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Bradie Cook, premature baby of a co-worker of Jennifer Heath, has some
minor retinal damage to her eyes. Doctors are monitoring her for possible surgery. |
Shane Durham, Don & Norma’s son, will be having surgery on November 26 at Mother
Frances Hospital. | Bill Wilmeth is requesting prayers for his sister, Carolyn Farquhar. |
Evelyn Garrett, Linda Marts’ aunt, has been moved to rehabilitation in Pittsburgh. |
Jerry Frick was severely burned on his face, shoulder and arm. | Bart Johnson, friend of
Fred Hertwig, fell off a ladder and broke three ribs and punctured his lung. | Jim
Mayer will be undergoing respiratory tests. | Thomas Park is now home. | A friend of
Chuck & Linda Gillam, Kathie Vallow's brother Dennis, fell & hit his head severing the
main artery in his brain. Doctors give him no hope and life support has now been
removed. | Ponder Wright, Sr., will be going to Houston this week where he will have
tests for possible surgery on November 24. West Erwin Family: Darrell Beard |Mary
Ruth Cox |Fred Hertwig | Louise Harris | Priscilla Mayer| Ruth Meazell | Bettye Price |
Odell Sessions | Winona Shankle | Esther Wilson | Ongoing concerns: Johnny Anders |
Darrell Beard | Delle Bullard | Delores Bundy | Lowrane Canada | Chuck Gillam |
Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob May | Bobbye May | Shirley
McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Samuel Mink | Kay Parrish | George
Richardson | Liz Rogers | Judy Smith | Scott Smith, Michelle’s husband | Dorothy
Woods Family & Friends: | Eugene Harraid, Marie Harraid’s son | Michelle Kuechle,
daughter of Melvin and Nina Crow | Brent Osborn, J.D. & Sherry’s son | Anita Potter's
niece | Tatum Roberts, grandson of Bud & Charlotte Cawyer |Theron Snell, Danny
Snell’s father | Ongoing concerns: Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister |
Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother | Beth Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-
in-law | Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle |
Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-law

SERVING SUNDAY

10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY
Call to worship Michael Whitworth
Prayer Stan Clark
Scripture Alan Fisher
Dismiss Jay Bynum
Presiding At The Lord’s Table David Frick

SERVING COMMUNION

Jeff Ruddell Jim Sizemore
Chris Scroggins Keith Skender
Gaylan Seagler Blake Smith
Casey Sitton Garrett Smith
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer Carl Garrett
Scripture Dan Gillam
Dismiss Ernie Gordon

GREETERS
Stan & Ernestine Mallory & Patrick Garrett
Phil & Linda Marts & Sara Grounds
Jim & Priscilla Mayer
Visitor Center: Leon & Carolyn Welborn
Bob & Pat Hackett
Pick up cards for November 23 & 30 : Matthew Kimball,
Brayden Kempton, Evan Kingsbury, Carson Hancock,
Grant Perkins

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Iingram
ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship Workers: Nursery a.m.: Kenna Kempton ;
Nursery p.m.: Karen Fedell, Toddlers a.m: Debbie & Caysi
Bynum; Toddlers p.m.:Mary Scarborough & Kim Jordan ; 2’s
a.m.: Corey & Angie Coleman; 3's & 4's a.m.: Karl & Tara Kilgore

‘From The Heart of TYLER”

@ Bible-based
& Christ-centered
@ People-oriented
& Heart-filled
& Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEX A S

420 West Erwin o Tyler, Texas 75702 ¢ (903)592-0809 » FAX (903)592-0860 » www.westerwin.org

Moments With Mike

Thanking God Even In Hard Times

| was recently asked to contribute a few thoughts
on what we should be thankful to God for during our current
unstable economy. The following was submitted to the
Tyler Morning Telegraph and should be included in this
Saturday’s paper along with other contributors.

) MINISTEBS - ASSEMBLIES
Mike Baker - Pulpit Minister QIINNAYV WENAEQNAV
Don Crawford - Involvementl Danny Snell - Youth = . P St .
Michael Whitworth, Educalion Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister Blble_SchooI 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class ........c.c.coovcveennnne 10:00 A.M.
MISSIONS Morning Worship ... 10:00 A.M. _ (Sept through May)
Rafas! Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz BLCA. Evening Worship ............. Sept-May 5:00 P.M. Bible Classes .......c.couvvvniininniinninnin 7:00 P.M.
ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 PM.
Jay Bynum Don Durham Dr. Aaron DuVall TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Ron Lott Phil Marts "Bl Mullins Christian Service Center ............. 9:00 A.M. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingale 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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When troublesome times come we are sometimes
tempted to question where God is in our lives. The stock
market plunges and we wonder if God cares for our
FEUiEiment. WE 1038 a job GUE 10 a layoh and We ask it God
is really answering our prayers.

The Bible demonstrates that God is interested in
what is best for us and will take care of us (Matt. 6:25-34).
But sometimes we forget that the promises of eternity far
outweigh any temporary earthly blessing.

God certainly wants us to enjoy life and
accumulate personal blessings. See Deut. 8:18; Psalm
112:1-3. However, we should never trust in these riches
for they are only temporary. See Matt. 6:19-21 and 1 Tim.
6:17. Rather, we should only trust in those treasures we
lay aside in heaven.

Many have suffered the loss of value in retirement
accounts, watching their value fade away. But God offers
us an inheritance that is reserved for us in heaven. That

inheritance is guarded for us and will not perish nor fade
away (1 Pet. 1:4-5).

Here are some things for which we can be thankful,
even with an uncertain economy.

Thank God for our nation, our freedoms and our
leaders.

Thank God for our health, our wealth and families.

Thank God for our opportunities to face difficult
circumstances and demonstrate our unwavering faith in
JUuU.

Thank God for the reminder that this world only
contains temporary blessings, but that heaven holds
eternal ones.

Many people will be traveling to see family during
the upcoming Thanksgiving holidays. We pray for
everyone to have safe travels.

Our attendance on Sunday was outstanding! 768
is the 4th highest number recorded since our new
auditorium was completed.

We continue to see growth and love here at West
Erwin. We have so much to thank God for, don’t we?

See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...

“Our Blessings”
and continually praise God for them.

Sermons for November 23 by Mike Baker
AM.: Get Out (of Sin) While You Can (2 Cor. 5:10)
P.M.: Get In (to Christ) While You Can (Gal. 3:27)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart... by Danny

THANKS!

Thanks to Karen Fedell for hosting the Jr. High Girls
slumber party this past weekend. Thanks to Lindsay Kelly
& Judy Mitcham for sponsoring the evening. I heard they
had a great time!!! Thanks to Daniel Morgan for teaching
in my absence this past Sunday.

LTC SIGN-UP

If you missed our sign up night, there is still time! The
theme for this year is from the book of John, “Light, Life &
Word.” All students in grades 3-12 and their families are
encouraged to be a part of LTC. Last year 83 students and
about 120 adults were a part of the West Erwin LTC
group. If you are interested in helping or need more infor-
mation, contact me. There is a sign-up table in the Office
Complex. Deadline for signing up is Wednesday, Dec. 3.

ZEW - MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT

Nov. 21-23 are the dates for the ZEW Middle School Re-
treat. This is always a great weekend together. We have
about 34 signed up to go. Please pray for our group and
their opportunity for spiritual growth.

PAINTBALL FOR THE GUYS

We are planning an afternoon of paintball for the middle
and high school guys on Sunday, Nov. 30. This will take
place at our home in Whitehouse. Lunch will be provided.
We will return in time for church at 5:00. Please sign up
and get an information sheet in class.

IMPORTANT DATES

Nov. 21-23 Middle School Retreat
Nov. 24 West Erwin Hosts Karing Kitchen
Nov. 30 Guys - Paintball Day

Dec. 12&13 ]Jr. High & High School Holiday Party
Dec. 30 Holiday In The Park @ Six Flags

Annual Blood Drive
Sunday, December 7, 2008
Family Life Center
11:30AM—1:30 PM
If you are a member at West Erwin you are
part of what used to be called the “Blood Bank.”
Today it's called the Carter BloodCares’ Life
Plan. Here are the benefits: Our local blood
donors make sure blood is available when it's
needed. The Life Plan assures us that you will
receive financial assistance toward uninsured
blood product fees if you or your immediate
family members require blood transfusions up to
12 months after the donation is made.
Therefore, the blood you donate is credited to the
West Erwin’s Group Life Plan.

To make a claim is simple. All you need is to
tell the coordinator that you are a member of the
West Erwin Life Plan group. They will confirm
the patient’'s blood usage, insurance coverage,
and plan eligibility and then begin processing the
benefits.

Additional information regarding blood donor
guidelines and regular questions asked are
answered and prepared in a binder at the visitor
center along with a sign-up sheet to set your
appointment for you blood donation on Sunday,
December 7 after the morning worship.

Thank you in advance for the priceless qift of
blood. This information is also printed in Spanish
and a Spanish speaking translator will be
available at the time of the blood drive.

Responses This Week

Baptism

We rejoice with Caleb Grounds who was baptized
Wednesday, Nov. 12. Caleb is the son of Tim & Patti
Grounds and his address is 9556 Tosha Lane, Flint, TX
75762.

New Members
Brittany Evans
2002 Bellwood Rd. # 1502, Tyler, TX 75701
903-941-9427

Marcus & Sheryl Turner
1420 Westfield, Tyler, TX 75701
903-595-0971
We welcome  you fo the West Erwin fami@/

In Need of Prayer
Cathy Stowers responded Sunday night and
asked that we join her in prayer for a family
member.

Life is hard.

STAR}_*__TFINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

alive on earth, though it sometimes seemed
that, when we feel frustrated by obstacles in

This is a fundamental truth about our

existence. Seemingly not a day goes by that we do not
experience monumental pain, minor frustrations, or both. If

| one is not careful, the difficulty of life can intimidate and
overwhelm a person. Living life, especially, the Christian life
is not for wimps or the faint of heart! What motivation is
there to tackle the roadblocks in our way?

In 1 Kings 19, we discover that Elijah is coming off the spiritual high of God’s victory over
Baal at Mt. Carmel. If there was ever a reason to trust completely in God, this was it. But
Elijah’s life was threatened by Jezebel, and he fled in terror. While on the run, God
confronted him about his fear and reminded Elijah that he was not the only righteous man

that way. This story is a powerful reminder
our way, we should perhaps remember that

God’s perspective is not our own. He has 20/20 vision in all things! Are you growing weary
in well-doing? Let me encourage you to maintain your persistence. Good things come to
those who overcome. Remember that you are one of 7000 still serving the kingdom!

New Member Pictures

If you are a new member and have not yet had your
picture taken, you may do so this Sunday,
November 23, immediately after a.m. services in
the small auditorium. These pictures are for the
board in the foyer and will help us
in getting to know you. For
more information, contact
Don Crawford at
dcrawford@westerwin.org.

Annual Blood Drive

We have the opportunity to participate in a
community blood program to reach a collection
goal to aid our friends and neighbors in the Tyler
area. Make plans now to help in this way on
Sunday, December 7 at the West Erwin Church of
Christ Family Life Center from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
For more information, contact Don Crawford at
903-592-0809 or dcrawford@westerwin.org.

him with fﬁanéxji'vinﬂ,
Psalm 69:30

Thanksgiving Schedule Changes
Classes will not meet Wednesday, November 26,
but everyone will meet in the auditorium for a
devotional. Nursery and toddler rooms will still be
available. There will be no Wednesday night meal
that evening. In addition, KFC (Kids For Christ)
will not meet for the next two Sundays,
November 23 & 30. Also, our print shop will be
closed for Thanksgiving, so you will receive your
bulletins earlier than usual. If you
have anything that needs to be 4
published in next week’s e
bulletin, please have that 9 }
information turned in to
the church office by W&
Monday, Nov. 24, at 9:00 a.m.

Claim Lost Items

Please see if you have any items in the foyer of
the old auditorium (located behind the small
auditorium) this week when you come to the
building for services. Plans are underway to
utilize this space to expand on the growing
Children's Ministry here at West Erwin. Please
claim your items as soon as possible so the
Children’s Worship Team can begin their work.

| &\ Thank You

To our many friends,
Life’s a lot brighter and happier too because of
thoughtful people like you!

Jim & Mary Ruth Cox
| wanted to thank my West Erwin family for all the
cards, prayers and your thoughts for my family
during the sudden loss of my grandmother, Ruth
Potts.

In Christian Love,
Pam Bynum
Dear West Erwin Family,

How special you are to us. We want to thank you
for your response to Esther’s recent hospital stay.
Your loving concern expressed by visits, calls,
cards, food, flowers and prayers was greatly
appreciated. We feel so blessed to be a part of

the West Erwin congregation.
In Christian Love,
Ira & Esther Wilson
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Records Sunday— Nov. 9 Sunday- Nov. 2 Year Ago
Bible Class 480 436 424
Worship a.m. 750 684 667
Worship p.m. 450 404 351
Wed. p.m. 379 344 NC
Contribution $29,476.06 $30,188.65 $33,795.54
Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Bradie Cook, premature baby of a co-worker of Jennifer
Heath, is having problems gaining weight. | Evelyn Garrett, Linda Marts’
aunt, has been moved to Mother Frances Hospital. She is very weak. (No
visitors at this time, please.) | Michelle Kuechle, daughter of Melvin and
Nina Crow, is undergoing health problems. | Brent Osborn, is now home
from the hospital. | Tatum Roberts, grandson of Bud & Charlotte
Cawyer, is still having health problems. | Theron Snell, Danny Snell’s
father, suffered a mild stroke and is in rehabilitation. | Esther Wilson is
now home from the hospital. | Dorothy Woads is now home.

West Erwin Family: Darrell Beard |Mary Ruth Cox |Fred Hertwig | Louise
Harris | Priscilla Mayer| Ruth Meazell | Geri Moore|Bettye Price | Odell
Sessions | Winona Shankle Ongoing concerns: Johnny Anders | Darrell Beard
| Delle Bullard | Delores Bundy | Lowrane Canada | Chuck Gillam | Warren
& Gaynelle Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob May | Bobbye May | Shirley
McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Samuel Mink | Kay Parrish |
George Richardson | Liz Rogers | Judy Smith | Scott Smith, Michelle’s
husband | Esther Wilson

Family & Friends: Eugene Harraid, Marie Harraid’s son | Anita Potter's niece
| Ongoing concerns: Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister | Rheba
Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother | Beth Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s
sister-in-law | Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah
Carnathan’s uncle | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-law

SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY

Call to worship Michael Whitworth

Prayer Brody Clark
Scripture Randy Farrar
Dismiss Fred Wingate
Presiding At The Lord’s Table Tom Cook
SERVING COMMUNION
Jeff Ruddell Jim Sizemore
Chris Scroggins Keith Skender
Gaylan Seagler Blake Smith
Casey Sitton Garrett Smith
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer Steve Denman
Scripture Carlos Cudd
Dismiss Greg Anding
GREETERS

Todd & Kenna Kempton & Chase Fisher
Odie & Dolores Kennedy & Cody Frick
Carroli & Cherrie Magee & Kayla Gallegly
Visitor Center: Don & Norma Durham
Joe & Frances McBee

Pick up cards for November 16 : Caleb DuPree, Jack
Clark, Connor Clark, Jake Skender, Zack Skender

“From The Heart of TYLER’

# Bible-based
& Christ-centered
® People-oriented
@ Heart-filled
% Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEX A S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram

ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children's Worship Workers: Nursery a.m.: Karen Fedell ;
Nursery p.m.: Kenna Kempton; Toddlers a.m: Mary Scarborough
& Kim Jordan; Toddlers p.m.: Debbie & Caysi Bynum; 2's a.m.:

Amy & Cassandra Estes; 3’s & 4’s a.m.: Tim & Patti Grounds

_ MINISTERS ASSEMBLIES
Mike Baker - Pulpit Minister QIINNAV WENAMECNAY

Don Crawford - Involvemenl Danny Snell - Youth S ey ) T .
Michael Whitworth, Educalion Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister Bible 'School i 9:00 AM, Ladies Bible Class .........c.cccoeiaiiiaiaee 10:00 A.M.

MISSIONS Morn]ng Worsh_lp .................. 10:00 A.M. ) (Sept through May)
Rafael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz BICA Evening Worship Sept-May 5:00 PM. Bible Classes .....c..cccoovvvrcriviceninnniiins 7:00 P.M.

ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 PM.
Jay Bynum Don Durham Or. Aaron DuVall TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sl SRl S Biulins | | Christian Service Center-........... 9:00 A.M. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

Thankful In All Things

On Sunday | spoke with some of our members who
had recently been traveling. They told me that while on
their trip someone broke into their hotel room and stole
several items, including some jewelry.

Isn't it a shame that anyone would want to take
what is not theirs? But let's face it. In this culture of ours
we will face many people who are not going to make the
right choices. The key for us is to keep the proper
perspective in life no matter what hapnens to us, whether it
is something good or something evil.

| am reminded of the account of the English
minister and commentator, Matthew Henry (1662-1714),
and what he wrote in his diary after he was robbed. Notice
his atitude.

Let me be thankful - first because | was
never robbed before. Second, because
although they took my wallet they did not
take my life. Third, because although they
took my all, it was not much. Fourth, because
it was | who was robbed, not | who robbed.

Naturally we find it disturbing when someone steals
what is ours. Jesus addressed this in part in Matthew 6:19-

21, when He said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal; but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there vour

heart will be also.”

In the sermons this month we have been placing
our focus on our blessings and how we should be thankful
to God. But life’s setback can also produce an opportunity
to thank God, just as Matthew Henry had learned.

Paul encourages us in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
when he says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you."

Have you spent time today to thank God for your
blessings as well as your struggles? If not, now would be a
great time to let God know that you are thankful in all
things.

See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...

“Our Blessings”
and continually praise God for them.

Sermons for November 16 by Mike Baker
AM.: A Letter To Myself (2 Tim. 2:14-15)
P.M.: Being Thankful For Others (Phil. 1:3-7)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart... by Danny

LTC SIGN-UP

If you missed our sign up night, there is still time!
The theme for this year is from the book of John,
“Light, Life & Word.” All students in grades 3-12 and
their families are encouraged to be a part of LTC.
Last year 83 students and about 120 adults were a part
of the West Erwin LTC group. If you are interested in
helping or need more information, contact me. There

is a sign-up table in the Office Complex.

ZEW - MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT

Nov. 21-23 are the dates for the ZEW Middle
School Retreat. All of those in the 6th-8th Grade are
invited. This is always a great weekend together. Cost
will be $35. Please sign up by Sunday! Don’t miss this
weekend!

PAINTBALL FOR THE GUYS

We are planning an afternoon of Paintball for the
middle and high school guys on Sunday, Nov. 30.
This will take place at our home in Whitehouse. More
details and a sign up list will be out soon!

We rejoice with

LIVING GODLY IN AN UN-GODLY WORLD IMPORTANT DATES
Join us for our very special classes “Living Godly 11:110"' ;‘l; - M::il;al; (l;lro‘;l;; Meet
& _ 93 (1.: ov. - 1 e dchool Retreat
in h{:n 1\,?'; Goldly Wm;ldb this fallt on wegnesgay Nov. 24 West Exwin Hosts Karing Kitchen
nights. Make plans now to be present on Wednesday w0 39 Guys - Painthall Day
nights!
Annual Blood Drive here?

Sunday, December 7, 2008
Family Life Center
11:30AM—1:30 PM

John 9

“Who sinned here?” This was the question
the disciples asked Jesus as they approached a
blind man sitting on a narrow street in Jerusalem.
He was a roadside beggar who had been blind
from birth. He cried out for alms.

Surely a tragedy like this didn’t just happen.
What caused it? Obviously, his blindness was
not his own fault. What hidden sin brought this
upon him? Was it his parents wrongdoing? Why
did this happen, Jesus? Who's really to blame

Jesus side-stepped the issue of blame
seizing the opportunity to reveal a secret of the
kingdom. He said, “This has happened so that
the work of GOD might be displayed in his life.”
Jesus bent down, spit on the ground, mixed a
muddy potion, smoothed it over the man’s eyes
and instructed him to wash it off in the nearby
pool. The sight of that man throwing his cane
and cup away must have been something to
behold!

The point Jesus makes to his disciples
afterward is this: those who spend time looking
for someone to blame rather than looking for
GOD’S amazing grace are the ones who are
blind.

START FINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and the holiday
season will follow quickly on its heels! We are seven weeks
away from a new year, but 2008 seems to have just gotten
here! I want to extend a hearty and sincere thanks to all
the teachers who attended our meeting this past Sunday
afternoon. You are an integral part of the work at West

Erwin and I am sincerely thankful for your sacrifices.

In the next few days, I will be finalizing the schedule of teachers for the Winter Quarter
beginning in December. If you have thought about teaching a Bible class, this would be a
great opportunity to do so. Only eternity will be able to tell the value of the sacrifices we
make for the sake of others. We are always in need of good teachers, assistants, and
substitutes. If you plan to be absent at times due to holiday travel, you can still teach for
the rest of the quarter! In fact, if you are scheduled to teach a Sunday morning
class during the month of December, and you plan to be gone on December 21st
or 28th, please let me know as soon as possible. A large humber of substitutes will
probably need to be recruited for these two weeks, so please let me know ASAP!

He that Emilee Hearon, who
bea':j‘i’:s was baptized Sunday,
baptized ‘November 9. She is
AR the daughter of
saved. Susan Hearon and
Mok 16:16 her address is
11668 FM 2964,
Whitehouse, TX
75791.
Congratulations

Congr

Congratulations to Todd Hancock
who was named Vice President of
Trinity Mother Frances Hospitals and
Clinics. We are proud of Todd and
know he will do a great job!

atulations are also in order for the

Carnathan family on the birth of Reed Michael

Carnathan! Reed was born Tuesday,

November

weighed 8 |bs., 13 oz., and was 21.5 ‘;
in. long. Congratulations to parents

Michael &
big brother,
Lindsay Kelly.

11 at 12:46 p.m. and

Rebekah Carnathan and proud
Davis and to uncle and aunt Matt &

eYVuw,

A Stecia /
THAKK YOU

oy

Dear West Erwin Church of Christ,
Thank you so much for the calls, cards, flowers

and prayers

we received following the death of

Jonathan’s dad. We are so appreciative of your
thoughts and kind words during this difficult time
for our family. God bless you all.

Jonathan & Laurie Stone and Family

We thank each one for the prayers, cards and

words of enc

Darrell’s recovery.

ouragement during the past year for
He had a good report last

week from the doctors. You are truly servants of

the Lord.

In Him,
Nell & Darrell Beard

Ladies Day at Winnsboro

Ladies are invited to a day of Spiritual Strength
Training at the Winnsboro Church of Christ Annual
Ladies Day & Luncheon Wednesday, November
12, with featured speaker Marilyn LaStrape of
Hewitt, Texas. Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m.
Please RSVP at 903-342-5715 or by email at
secretary@winnsborochurchofchrist.org.  Please
note that childcare will be provided.

With Sympathy
We express our deepest sympathy to Danny
Craddock (former member) on the loss of his
mother, Lucile Craddock. Services will be held
Friday at Ray Funeral Home in Cleveland, MS.

Welcome New Members!
Randy, Stacy, Nathan & Katie Turner
8102 Crooked Trail, Tyler, TX 75703
939-9374
We welcome you fo the West Erwin fam@/

Wednesday Night Meal for Nov. 19:

Burgers, Fries & Homemade Pies

Annual Blood Drive

We have the opportunity to participate in a
community blood program to reach a collection
goal to aid or friends and neighbors in the Tyler
area. Make plans now to help in this way on
Sunday, December 7 at the West Erwin Church of
Christ Family Life Center from 11:30 a.m.-1:00
p.m. For more information, contact Don Crawford
at 903-592-0809 or dcrawford@westerwin.org.

May the Lord make
you;"l%g increase
and overflow for _

for




November 6, 2008 From The Heart of Tyler  Vol. 39— No. 45 SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY
Records Sunday— Nov. 2 Sunday- Oct. 26 Year Ago Call to worship Michael Whitworth
Bible Class 436 451 453 Prayer Tommy Parrish
Worship a.m. 684 675 675 S<.:r|pFure Corey Co!eman
Dismiss Fred Wingate “ 9
Worship p.m. 404 485 445 Presiding At The Lord’s Table Daniel DuPree F O Th e H eqr t Of TYL E R
Wed. p.m. 344 393 NC - SERVING COMMUNION .
Charles Rachui Danny Riley
Contribution $30,188.65 $23,847.79 $25,005.71 Michael Ragsdale Joe Roach
Chris Reynolds Art Rowland
Weekly Budget $26,060.00 .
s : Tom Ramsour Barry Scarborough ® Bible-based
Updates: Darrell Beard had cataract surgery Monday morning. | Bradie Cook, 5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY # Christ-centered
baby of a co-worker of Jennifer Heath, is having problems gaining weight. She : o . @ People-oriented
only weighs 1 Ib 8 oz and is only one and a half months old. | Mary Ruth Cox fell Prayer Ho“"(ard Dickson @ Heart-filled
and broke her ankle last week. | Eugene Harraid, Marie Harraid’s son, is having  Scripture Frank Debenport @ Sent out
more cancer tests. | Fred Hertwig is having a lot of pain in his hip and groin. Heis  Dismiss Ken Culpepper WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
also requesting prayers for his ex-wife who is sick. | Brittney Kempton is home GREETERS T Y L E R T E X A S

from Children’s Hospital in Dallas. She had a migraine phenomena and will be
following up with her doctors in Tyler. | Anita Potter's niece and niece’s husband
were involved in a motorcycle accident. The niece is in rehabilitation but the
husband-did-not survive the-accident:|-Brent-Osborn, }:D-&Sherry'sson, is still-at
Mother Frances Hospital. | Bettye Price is now home from Park Place, but
underwent tests on Tuesday. | Esther Wilson entered Mother Frances Hospital

Don & Nerene Ingram & Tanner Fedell
Louis & Jane Jones & Kenzie Fedell
Rob & Carmen Hilliard & Jamie Ellis
Visitor Center: Jay & Debbie Bynum

Gene & Gwen Chandler

420 West Erwin » Tyler, Texas 75702 ¢ (903)592-0809 ¢ FAX (903)592-0860 « www.westerwin.org

Moments With Mike

on Tuesday. They are trying to determine the cause of her severe pain.

West Erwin Family: Louise Harris | Priscilla Mayer| Ruth Meazell | Geri Moore|Odell
Sessions | Winona Shankle Ongoing concerns: Johnny Anders | Darrell Beard | Delle
Bullard { Delores Bundy | Lowrane Canada | Chuck Gillam | Warren & Gaynelle Gray |

Pick up cards for November 9 & 16 : Caleb DuPree, Jack
Clark, Connor Clark, Jake Skender, Zack Skender

What’s In Your Bible?

Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob May | Bobbye May | Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade
McDonald | Samuel Mink | Kay Parrish | George Richardson | Liz Rogers | Judy
Smith | Scott Smith, Michelle’s husband | Sylvia Tharpe | Esther Wilson

Family & Friends: Evelyn Garrett, aunt of Linda Marts | Keegan Wells, Barry and
Carolyn Ciaschini’s two-year-old grandson Ongoing concerns: Marlena Battenfield,
Michelle’s Smith’s sister | Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother | Beth Ernst,
stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-in-law | Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou
Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-law

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram
ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship Workers: Nursery a.m.: Lisa & Jordan Snell ;
Nursery p.m.: Judy Mitcham; Toddlers a.m: Connie Roach &
Donna Mullins; Toddlers p.m.: Martha Waggonner & Kids; 2’s
a.m.: Joey & Mindy Marse; 3's & 4's a.m.: Vance & Jamie

A series of television commercials for a credit card
company asks the question, “What's in your wallet?” They
hope to impress the viewers with the benefits that their card
offers.

In a similar fashion, we might ask the question

this Bible the 7th commandment is rendered, “Thou shalt
commit adultery.”

Isn’t it wonderful that today we can avoid many of
these careless errors in our Bibles? We can trust the
contents and the texts of our copies of God's word.

Metcalf today, “What's in your Bible?" What would we see when This past week I've had the occasion to reacquaint
we open it up? myself with every page of my Bible. You see, last week my
Over the years many versions of the Bible have  Bible that I've used for the past 9 years began to fall apart.
MINISTERS ASSEMBLIES . )
Do Craword - Involvamer® P21 PUPIMISIET el -Youln | | SUNDAY WEDNESDAY been published and some of these are known for the | was sad at the moment because that Bible was
Mihae Vit Ecaon it lsral Sancovl, Hepanc it | | CE S S et o et oo ey 10:00 AM. oddities or mistakes that they contained. Here is a short really “broken in.” But a few years back | had purchased
Rafael Facon JohnBaker  Armondo Alaniz B.Ca, | | Evening Worship . June_";\'ﬁg edilyy BIble ClaS8eS ..oorrsrunsvensrrss o L list of a few of these Bibles. an identical Bible in anticipation of when the current one
Jay By S e Aaron Duvel | | TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST The Breeches Bible, 1579. This was so called  gave way.
Ron Lot Phil Marts "Bill Multing | | Christian Service Center ............. 9:00 A.M. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133 . . . N . . . .
James Sublette __Ray Vannoy __Leon Welborn Fred Wingale 11:00 AM. (903) 592-0809 since Genesis 3:7 was translated, “The eyes of them bothe So for a little time each day, I've been going
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were opened...and they sowed figge-tree leaves together,
and made themselves breeches.”

The Place-maker’s Bible. This rendered Matthew
5:9, “Blessed are the placemakers, for they shall be called
the children of God.” Of course this should have been
peacemakers.

The Unrighteous Bible, 1652.  This Bible
contained an error in 1 Corinthians 6:9 that said, “Know ye
not that the unrighteous shall inherit the Kingdom of God?”

The Adulterer’s Bible, 1632. This one must have
opened a few eyes for the omission of the word, not. In

through my Bible, page by page, and transferring my
highlights, notes and other marks from one Bible to
another. This has been a really wonderful exercise. As |
turned each page | was being reminded of all the wonderful
stories, facts, lessons and commands that God has
preserved in the Bible for us.

But beyond that, I'm able to see the evidence of my
past journeys in God's word. And that, my friends, helps to
draw me closer to God more and more.

What's in your Bible today?

See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...
“Our Blessings”
and continually praise God for them.

Sermons for November 9 by Mike Baker
A.M.: Being Thankful For Being Free ( Rom. 6:15-18)
P.M.: Something To Believe In (2 Tim. 1:8-12)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart... by Danny

THANKS!

Thanks to all who were a part of the area wide middle school devo last
Sunday night. We had a great turnout with 6 churches and about 125
folks. Thanks to Keith & Jennifer Skender, Mark Frick, John Shaw &
Tara Kilgore for helping.

ZEW - MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT

Nov. 21-23 are the dates for the ZEW Middle School Retreat. All of
those in the 6th-8th Grade are invited. This is always a great weekend
together. Cost will be $35. Please sign up by Nov. 13. Don’t miss this

weekend!

LTC SIGN-UP

West Erwin’s LTC Sign-up will be Sunday, Nov. 9 after the evening
assembly. The theme for this year is from the book of John, “Light, Life
& Word.” All students in grades 3-12 and their families are encouraged
to be a part of LTC. Last year 83 students and about 120 adults were a
part of the West Erwin LTC group. If you are interested in helping or
need more information, come to the meeting or contact me for more
information.

BIBLE QUIZ

Bible Quiz is a great opportunity to learn a book of the Bible. We will
be studying the book of John this year. We will meet with other churches
from the East Texas area and teams will take an open book quiz over a
section of the text. Our first quiz will be on Sunday, Nov. 9 in Athens.
We will meet together right after church on Sunday morning and eat
lunich together then study the text as a group and drive to Athens for the
quiz. We will return to West Erwin in time for the 5:00 assembly. Please
bring money for lunch($6). Study sheets are ready to be picked up. The
text for next week is the John 1-5.

LIVING GODLY IN AN UN-GODLY WORLD

Join us for our very special classes “Living Godly in an Un-Godly
World? this fall on Wednesday nights. Make plans now to be present on
Wednesday nights!

IMPORTANT DATES
Nov. 9 Bible Quiz
Nov. 9 LTC Sign Up
Nov. 21-23 Middle School Retreat

Nov. 24 West Erwin Hosts Karing Kitchen

Shalowm “Shaw-lome”
By Don Crawford

Shalowm is understood around the world to
mean peace. Strong’s Concordance says it
means safe, well, happy, prosperous, and all is
well. The Jewish society uses the word as a
greeting as well as a word to bid farewell. But we
find the true meaning of the word shalowm in
Numbers 6:24-26. Here GOD gave Moses
instructions on how the priests are to bless the
people. He says, “Say to them:

The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make His face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you;

the Lord turn His face toward you

and give you peace.”

This was how the priests were to put the Lord’s
name on the Israelites. Therefore, shalowm not
only proclaims peace but is actually passing on a
powerful blessing. Today, if someone greets you
with “shalowm” you should receive it as a
tremendous blessing and in turn look them in the
eye to bless them back with a hearty “shalowm.”

Until we meet again, “Shalowm ya'll.” (This
surely was the way they used the word in
Southern Palestine!)

“You can tell how big a person is by what
it takes to discourage him.”
Via JD Osborn

START FINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

By the time that you read this article, our nation will have
already elected our next president. Unless the election
results are delayed as they were in 2000, our nation will
also know the identity of our next president. Many prayers
have been offered up for this election, that we would select
a leader of godly character and moral vision. Time will tell if

our prayers will be answered as we hope.

It is days like today (Election Day) that I find it appropriate to pause and remember that
the office of president is an important one, but it is not the most important office in our
country. Christians need a reminder from time to time that God does not ride on Air Force
One or dwell at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. The moral strength and godly character of our
president is very important, but God is at work in the world and in our lives, regardless of
who lives in the White House. He will accomplish his will in whatever way he sees fit. It
does not matter who wins the election today; we are in good hands with God! We pray on
bended knee for a leader who will make godly decisions, but even the knee of the president
will one day bow to the King of kings and Lord of lords (Philippians 2:10-11).

AOSPADICAD

You are cordially invited to
a Bridal Shower
for
Kristen Westerfeld
Bride elect of Joel O’Hair
Sunday, November 9, 2008

Family Life Center
West Erwin
Church of Christ
3:00-4:30
Selections at Target, Wal-Mart and
i Bed, Bath ¢» Beyond _
QOLADLIDAHID
Teachers’ Meeting
There will be a teachers’ meeting for all teachers of

adult classes on Sunday, November 9, at 4:00 p.m.
in the Small Auditorium.

Now Available in the Adult Library

There are now 12 CD recordings of Ray Walker
leading congregational singing in our Adult Library!
Over 250 favorite songs and hymns are featured.
Look for these recordings on the shelf below the
new books section.

CDs at Visitor Center

If you sign up for a CD of the sermons, please
remember to pick up your CD at the Visitor Center.
Also, if you would like to be on the list to receive a
copy of every sermon without having to sign up
each week, please add your name one time to the
list at the Visitor Center and write “weekly” beside
it and a copy will be placed there each week with
your name on it. Or, you can let the church office
know at 903-592-0809 or office@westerwin.org.
Sermons are also available on our web site at
www.westerwin.com.

Moving
Kathleen Nowell will be moving to
(5\ MOWHG’ Houston to be closer to family. We

—=Zwill miss her very much & wish her well!

Baptism
On Saturday, November 1, Tim Grounds baptized
his friend and employee, Josh McKeever. We re-
joice with Josh as he put on his Lord in baptism!

Welcome New Members!
Gary & Janis Heath
15198 Wagon Wheel Circle, Chandler, TX 75758

Fannie Jackson
2002 Bellwood Rd. # 1502, Tyler, TX 75701
903-393-1869

August & Janice Kellenberger
321 Winchester Dr., Tyler, TX 75701
903-534-0676
We welcome you to the West Erwin family!

Please remember...
Rebecca Center, long time member, has a blood clot
in her leg. She and her husband, Bob, are at the
home of their daughter and son-in-law, Rose Mary
& Ross Cox at 360 CR 205, San Saba, TX 76877.
Rebecca would appreciate your prayers as well as
receiving cards in the mail.

Thank You

Thank you so much for the calls, all the
words, beautiful flowers and most of all
for the prayers with the passing of our
mother.

In Christian Love,
Beverly Hale & Family

We want to thank you for your support
during our time of necessity. Thank you
for your concern, thank you for your
prayers, thank you for being our family
in God and thank you for your
economical and spiritual aid during our
time of need. We are ever grateful for
everything that you have done for our
family.

Alma Flores & Family

Technical Difficulties...

We are having problems with our server at the
church office. If you have emailed one of the staff
members but have not received a response, it is
because the email has not been delivered. Please
be patient as we work out these issues and get
back up and running!

New Address

Danielle Rousseau
408 Hilicreek Drive, Whitehouse, TX 75791
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Records Sunday-0Oct. 26  Sunday—Oct. 19 Year Ago
Bible Class 451 482 431
Worship a.m. 675 742 709
Worship p.m. 485 395 420
Wed. p.m. 393 327 346
Contribution $23,847.79 $27,568.15 $23,626.03
Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Olivia Falcon, wife of our missionary in Mexico, had a heart attack last week.
| Linda Foreman, Shelly Mullins’ mother & Les Carruth'’s sister, is now home. | Evelyn
Garrett, aunt of Linda Marts, is in very serious condition in Pittsburgh. | Tammy
Lemons is requesting prayers for her great aunt who fell and broke her hip and had
surgery Friday. | Priscilla Mayer will be having knee replacement surgery Oct. 30 at
Spine & Joint. | Brent Osborn, J.D. & Sherry’s son, had open heart surgery Thursday,
10/30. |Anita Potter's niece and niece’s husband were involved in a motorcycle
accident. The niece has no feeling below her waist and her husband is in a coma. |
Odell Sessions is now at Clairmont for rehabilitation after being hospitalized. |
Winona Shankle is now at Healthsouth. | Scott Smith, Michelle’s husband, starts
chemotherapy this week. | Keegan Wells, Barry and Carolyn Ciaschini’s two-year-old
grandson, is having surgery Fri.,, 10/31, in Indianapolis. West Erwin Family: Debbie
Baldwin | Louise Harris | Ruth Meazell | Geri Moore| Ongoing concerns: Johnny
Anders | Darrell Beard | Delle Bullard | Delores Bundy | Lowrane Canada | Chuck
Gillam | Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob May | Bobbye May |
Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Samuel Mink | Thomas Park | Kay
Parrish | George Richardson | Liz Rogers | Judy Smith | Scott Smith, Michelle’s
husband | Sylvia Tharpe | Esther Wilson Family & Friends: Karen, Tatum and Ria
Roberts, family of Bud Cawyer | Danny Craddock (former member) | Coleen Porter,
Reice Gibson’s sister | Frank Wilmeth, Bill Wilmeth’s brother| Ongoing concerns:
Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister | Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s
mother | Beth Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-in-law | Nelva Higgs, Chad
Chauncey’s aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s
father-in-law Sympathy: Chris O'Leary, age 20, was injured in a motorcycle accident
on Saturday and died Sunday.

SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY

Call to worship Michael Whitworth

Prayer Dale Blackstone
Scripture Bud Cawyer
Dismiss Ray Vannoy
Presiding At The Lord’s Table Davy Carter
SERVING COMMUNION

Charles Rachui Danny Riley

Michael Ragsdale Joe Roach
Chris Reynolds Art Rowland
Tom Ramsour Barry Scarborough

5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer Will Christian
Scripture Tommy Cook
Dismiss Don Drummond
GREETERS

Tom & Beverly Hale & Jessica DuPree
Michael & Candace Hall & Grant DuVall
Charles & Bettye Sue Harris & Samantha DuVall
Visitor Center: Carlos & Emma Morgan
Bill & Donna Mullins
Pick up cards for November 2 : Trey Jackson, Caleb
Grounds, Stephen Moore, Nicolas Means, Keaton Conder

‘From The Heart of TYLER’

@ Bible-based
& Christ-centered
@ People-oriented
& Heart-filled
& Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEXA S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram
ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship Workers: Nursery a.m.: Judy Mitcham;
Nursery p.m.: Lisa & Jordan Snell; Toddlers a.m: Pam & Lindsey
Lott ; Toddlers p.m.: Connie Roach & Donna Mullins; 2’s a.m.:
Michael & Rebekah Carnathan; 3’s & 4’s a.m.: Blake & Mary
Lockhart

_ MINISTERS ASSEMBLIES
ealonmined M:ke Baker - Pulpit Minister b Snell-Youth SUNBDAY WEDNESDAY

Don Crawford - Involvemen anny Snell - You y X : : )

Michael Whitworth, Education Minister lsrael Sandoval, Hispanic Minister BlbIeISchool S 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class ........ccocvieviiinnas 10:00 A.M.
MISSIONS Morning Worship., crvsreeneraeannees 10:00 ALM, _ (Sept through May)

Rafael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz BICA. Evening Worship Sept-May 5:00 PM. Bible Classes ..........cumeeriiiineninienrinnn 7:00 PM.
ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 PM.

Jay Bynum Don Durham Dr Aaron Duvai | | TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST

Royn Lzm Phil Marts " il Mulins | | Christian Service Center.............. 9:00 A.M. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133

James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

If | Only Had More Time

“If | only had more time.” How many times have
we heard or said the statement? Chances are pretty good
that we are all very familiar with the concept of running out
of time.

For example, in the sporting world, we often see
one team mounting a comeback and clawing their way
back into the game. But then the clock runs out and their
efforts come up short. If they only had more time perhaps
thev roulld have wnn
they could have won,

At times we also may feel the same way about life.
If we only had more time then we could accomplish this or
that. All too often we seem to find time running out on us
before we get around to things that we wish to do.

Time is a commodity that we all possess. Every
day we are given 1,440 minutes that are neatly packaged
into 24 hours. The problem is that sometimes we need
more than 60 minutes in some hours to make things work.

We would gladly take away a few minutes from the
last work hour of the day and add those to the first hour of
the day. That way we wouldn't be late for work and we
could still go home early! But time doesn’t seem to work
that way.

Time is one of the constant features of God's
creation. It marches on whether we want it to or not.

Some people will use their time wisely, prioritizing
tasks, doing the most important things first and leaving the
least important things to do with any left over time. Others
will haphazardly use theirs and soon will find that time runs
out before they get around to the important things.

Paul urged the Christians in Ephesus to be
‘redeeming the time” (Eph. 5:16) as they carefully walked
in the world. In other words, they were to utilize their time

Friends, this weekend we have a once a year
opportunity to have a 25 hour day. On Sunday at 2 a.m.
we will gain back the hour that we lost in the spring.

So, here's your gift of 60 extra minutes and now
you have more time. The question becomes, “what will you
do with your extra time?"

My prayer is that you will use it to improve your
walk as a Christian. What better week to begin attending
Bible school or coming back for Sunday evening worship?
After all, this week at least, you do have the time, don't
you?

See you Sunday! Mike

REMINDER: Set your clocks BACK one hour
when you go to bed on Saturday night.

Open Our Eyes That We May See...
“Our Blessings”
and continually praise God for them.

Sermons for November 2 by Mike Baker
AM.: Count Your Blessings (Psalm 100:1-5)
P.M.: I Need Thee Every Hour (Phil. 4:19-20)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart... by Danny

FALL FESTIVAL

Our Fall Festival was a great success. Thanks to all the teens & singles
who did a great job of running the game booths. Thanks to the Dale
Blackstone crew for having some great food for the evening! Way to go!

AREA WIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL GATHERING

West Erwin will host the area wide churches on Sunday, Nov. 2 for the
Middle School Gathering. All middle school students are invited to be a
part of this very fun evening with teens from the area churches. Please
bring $3 for supper and WEAR TENNIS SHOES! We will start at 6:00
and end at 8:30. Invite a friend to join us!

LTC SIGN-UP

West Erwin’s LTC Sign-up will be Sunday, Nov. 9 after the evening
assembly. The theme for this year is from the book of John, “Light, Life
& Word.” All students in grades 3-12 and their families are encouraged
to be a part of LTC. Last year 83 students and about 120 adults were a
part of the West Erwin LTC group. If you are interested in helping or
need more information, come to the meeting or contact me for more
information.

BIBLE QUIZ

Bible Quiz is a great opportunity to learn a book of the Bible. We will
be studying the book of John this year. We will meet with other
churches from the East Texas area and teams will take an open book
quiz over a section of the text. Our first quiz will be on Sunday, Nov. 9
in Athens. We will meet together right after church on Sunday morning
and eat lunch together then study the text as a group and drive to Ath-
ens for the quiz. We will return to West Erwin in time for the 5:00 as-
sembly. Please bring money for lunch(§$6). Study sheets are ready to be
picked up. The text for next week is the John 1-5.

LIVING GODLY IN AN UN-GODLY WORLD

Join us for our very special classes “Living Godly in an Un-Godly
World.” this fall on Wednesday nights. Make plans now to be present
on Wednesday nights!

IMPORTANT DATES
Nov. 2 Area-Wide Jr. High Gathering @ W.E.
Nov. 9 Bible Quiz
Nov. 9 LTC Sign Up
Nov. 21-23 Middle School Retreat
Nov. 24 West Erwin Hosts Karing Kitchen

How to Make to Most of Fall

Don't get me wrong — | love trees. We only had
trees in the shelterbelts which were planted back in
the Roosevelt administration under his New Deal
campaign. The WPA gave jobs to more than 300
thousand who were suffering from the depression.
(Jobs—now that’s an interesting bail out). One of the
projects was to plant shelterbelts to conserve the soil
from wind erosion. The trees in East Texas are
beautiful. But, never have | ever seen so many
leaves. It's October and already my yard has
accumulated 430 species. | think | even found a
Bonzi sprig yesterday! It's like every leaf in town or
maybe the world has taken upon itself to find its way
to my yard.

Nancy says, “Let’'s have a compost pile." 1 said,
“You don’t understand!” She insisted. | prepared a

small place for the leaves...... it's 8 x 80". 1 had the
world's largest compost pile. But that was not the
answer.

This is the answer: the family that rakes together
— stays together. It's my new motto. Thought you
might could use my New Deal. | call it Raking,
Romping, & Reminiscing...RRR.

Winter Coats

Winter coats are always needed this time of the
year....especially children’s coats. We would be
happy to take your donation anytime. A drop box is
available in the back of the Center, or bring them to
the foyer on Sunday. Some of the cleaners in town
have agreed to clean the coats as well and then
PATH will distribute them. Either way a child will be
warm. Thank you for your help.

You are cordially invited to
a Bridal Shower
for
Kristen Westerfeld
Bride elect of Joel O’Hair
Sunday, November 9, 2008

Family Life Center Ml ‘*

West Erwin '
Church of Christ

3:00-4:30 p.m.

With Sympathy
We express our deepest sympathy to Beverly Hale
on the loss of her mother, Grace Bedwell. Services
were held in Durant, Oklahoma.

Teachers’ Meeting
There will be a teachers’ meeting for all teachers of
adult classes on Sunday, November 9, at 4:00 p.m.
in the Small Auditorium.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Daniel DuPree
who was made Whitehouse
Independent School District’s
interim superintendent,
effective Jan. 1. We know
Daniel will do a great job!

Daniel DuPree

STARTFINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

It seems that 2008 has absolutely flown by us! We now find
ourselves at the end of October and facing another round of
holiday-season fun! I hope that the next two months are a
great blessing to your lives and you have a great holiday
season. My favorite holiday is Thanksgiving, and with that
great occasion just a few weeks around the corner, I am

already craving turkey and dressing!

I need to meet with all the adult class teachers on Sunday, November 9th, at 4:00 pm in
the small auditorium. This includes both Sunday morning and Wednesday night teachers,
as well as those of you who have taught recently and/or plan to teach in the near future.
This is a very important meeting as we will be discussing plans for the next year, etc. I am
very excited about all the great things that God is doing here at West Erwin, and I want to
pause once again to encourage you in whatever you do for this great congregation. God is
faithfully executing his will through us and every servant in the kingdom is valuable. When
it seems as if you have nothing left to give, I want to urge you to remember that we serve
an eternal kingdom that shall never fail. Let us not grow weary in doing good (Gal. 6:9)!

Set Clocks Back

Remember to set your clocks
) back one hour on Saturday night!

Little People’s School
needs substitute
teachers!

If you are interested,
please call
903-509-8904,
or email
Ips@glenwoodchurch.cbm.

Ladies Day at Winnsboro

Ladies are invited to a day of Spiritual Strength
Training at the Winnsboro Church of Christ Annual
Ladies Day & Luncheon Wednesday, November
12, from 9:00-11:30 a.m. Marilyn LaStrape of
Hewitt, Texas will be the featured speaker. Please
RSVP at 903-342-5715 or you can send an email to
secretary@winnsborochurchofchrist.org. Please
note that childcare will be provided.

Number Change '
New Phone numbers for
Don and Nancy Crawford: ChurCh
Don —903-316-8387  direcfory
vpdafe
Nancy —903-316-1973

v

Wednesday Night Meal for November 5:
Bar-B-Que

Words cannot express our gratit@ge to
L the - calls, cards, food and ¥ s

ou have been such a blessing to us during this"
#time of sorrow. _ "
" ' In Him,
Wanda Cook

Tom, Donni, Caitlin & Chandler Coak'?
Judy & Gary Mitcham

Cody & Larisa Mitcham

¥ _:ear'-‘-n’/férhbers of West Erwin Church of Christ, Ja
" Just a note to thank everyone for the prayers,
food, thoughts and visits during the.last three |

weeks. At the present time, | am waiting to see !
if I’'m accepted on the heart transplant list."
. Hopefully | should know the outcome this week. |

| Please continue the prayers— I am so grateful for

Sincerely, "

Gayle Payne .

oods has received a final report on his |
nt at M.D. Anderson. He appears to be

prayers of the West Erwin
in a positive way.
Dorothy Woods

s
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Records Sunday-0Oct. 19  Sunday—Oct. 12 Year Ago
Bible Class 482 445 429
Worship a.m. 742 712 683
Worship p.m. 395 424 392
Wed. p.m. 327 340 418
Contribution $27,568.15 $25,257.20 $24,539.08
Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Roy Bench is now home following surgery. | Danny Craddock (former
member) will have prostate cancer surgery on Oct. 29 in Austin. |linda
Foreman, Shelly Mullins’ mother & Les Carruth’s sister, is at Mother Frances
Hospital.| Priscilla Mayer will be having knee replacement surgery Oct. 30 at
Mother Frances Hospital. | Gayle Payne has been dismissed from Baylor
Hospital. | Karen, Tatum and Ria Roberts, family of Bud Cawyer. Tatum is
suffering from what doctors think is a hereditary blood disorder that causes
excessive clotting. (Karen & Ria are Tatum’s mom and sister.) | Frank Wilmeth,
Bill Wilmeth'’s brother, had surgery Oct. 20.

Woest Erwin Family: Debbie Baldwin | towrane Canada | Chuck Gillam | Louise
Harris | Liz Rogers | Ruth Meazell | Geri Moore| Ongoing concerns: Johnny
Anders | Darrell 8eard | Delle Bullard | Delores Bundy | Warren & Gaynelle
Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob May | Bobbye May | Shirley McClenny |
Penny & Wade McDonald | Ruth Meazell | Samuel Mink | Thomas Park | Kay
Parrish | George Richardson | Odell Sessions | Judy Smith | Scott Smith,
Michelle’s husband | Sylvia Tharpe | Esther Wilson | Ponder Wright, Sr.

Family & Friends: Kyle Foote (car accident), son of Linda Westerfed’s friend|
Bobby Simpson (pacemaker implanted), Ruth Ellis’ dad | Coleen Porter, Reice
Gibson’s sister | Ongoing concerns: Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister
| Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother |Beth Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly's
sister-in-law | Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah
Carnathan’s uncle | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-law | Carey Woods,
Dorothy Woods' stepson

SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY
Call to worship Danny Snell
Prayer Clifton Lindsey
Scripture George Hill
Dismiss Leon Welborn
Presiding At The Lord’s Table Jerry Mitchell
SERVING COMMUNION
Randal Partain limmy Philpot

Bob Paul Tanner Philpot

Stan Perkins Wendell Potter

Tim Perry Fred Powell
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY

Prayer Paul Montandon

Scripture Joey Marse

Dismiss Ray Womack

GREETERS
Lon & Riece Gibson

Chuck & Linda Gillam & Christina Denman

Mike & Nora Gravois & Sean Denman
- Visitor Center:
Billy & Lynda Terreli
Tom & Beverly Hale

Pick up cards for October 26 & November 2 : Trey Jackson,
Caleb Grounds, Stephen Moore, Nicolas Means, Keaton Conder

‘From The Heart of TYLER’

# Bible-based
@ Christ-centered
® People-oriented
& Heart-filled
& Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TE XA S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram

ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship Workers: Nursery a.m.: Lynda Terrell;
Nursery p.m.: Frances Broome; Toddlers a.m: Sharon & Chloe
Ainsworth ; Toddlers p.m.: Kris & Maselyn Walker; 2’s a.m.:
Corey & Angie Coleman; 3’s & 4’s a.m.: Jonathan & Laurie Stone

MINISTERS

’ . ASSEMBLIES
Mike Baker - Pulpit Minisler SlUINnAY WENMECNHAY
Don Crawford - Involvement Danny Snell - Youth | | 2>~ 0" . i o .
Michael Whitworth, Education Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister B'ble,SChc'o' S R 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class .........ocuwiiiieers 10:00 AM.
MISSIONS Morning Worship ...........cccomucicacae 10:00 A.M. (Sept through May)
Ralael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz B..CA | | Evening Worship Sept-May 5:00 PM. Bible Classes .......c.oocovurvieeriiisincianes 7:00 PM.
ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 PM.
Jay Bynum Don Durham br. Aaron Duvall | | TYESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
i Sh oty A s | | christian Service Center ............. 9:00 AM. fo 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

Pick A God, Any God

In our culture of consumerism it shouldn't come as a
surprise that people “shop” around for gods all the time.
Oh, | don’t mean to imply that Wal-Mart or Macy’s has a
special section for deity. Rather, I'm speaking of the
process whereby so many people bounce from one god to
another looking for the right one for them.

From the Christian perspective such a process
surely seems odd if not preposterous. Yet even in the
Bible many peaople were abandoning the true God while
searching for other gods to take His place.

You might well ask, “Why would anyone abandon
God in favor of some other god?" Excellent question. Let's
examine a couple of examples from the Bible.

In Exodus 32, the children of Israel tired of waiting
for Moses to come back from Mount Sinai. They convinced
Aaron to help them manufacture a “god” that would go
before them. They collected gold and formed it into a
golden calf.

When that idol was completed, the people
proclaimed, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out
of the land of Egypt’ (Exod. 32:4). Upon seeing the calf,
Aaron built an alter before it and set a time for a feast.

Obviously this gold idol could not have been
responsible for freeing the Israelites from bondage. Yet,

they people seemed happy to have anything in their eyes
that they could worship. Their faith in God and Moses has
faded quickly. They were impatient and wanted a new god.

In 1 Kings 18, Elijah faces a similar situation where
God's people had chosen another god to worship. The
prophets of Baal had influenced the people to leave the
true God. Elijah challenged them by saying, “How long will
you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow
Him; but if Baal, follow Him" That verse (21) continues to
say that the “people answered him not a word.”

Elijah proved the true God to be the only one
worthy of worship and once again God's people are
convinced to come back to the real God.

Today things are not much different. Like the
people of the Old Testament, we have very short memories
when recalling the blessings of God. When times become
difficult or when our patience with God wears thin, we go
shopping for another god to better suit our needs.

But let us remember that there is only one true
God. Let us recall Peter's response when many were
leaving Jesus and when Jesus asked if they would leave
also. He said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life" (John 6:68).

See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...

“Forgiveness”
both to give and to receive.

Sermons for October 26 by Mike Baker
AM.: I Want A New God (Exod. 20:3-6)
P.M.: When God Gives Up (Rom. 1:24-25)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “QOur Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart... by Danny

FALL FESTIVAL

Sunday, Oct. 26, is the Children’s Fall Festival. Our teens host
this evening for the children... of all ages! It is a special evening
of great fun and fellowship. Mark your calendars! We still need
bags of wrapped candy. If you are helping with a booth, please be
here by 4:00 p.m.
AREA WIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL GATHERING

West Erwin will host the area wide churches on Sunday, Nov. 2
for the Middle School Gathering. All middle school students are
invited to be a part of this very fun evening with teens from the
area churches. We will start at 6:00 and end at 8:30. Invite a
friend to join us!

LIVING GODLY IN AN UN-GODLY WORLD

Join us for our very special classes “Living Godly in an Un-

Godly World” this fall on Wednesday nights. Make plans now
to be present on Wednesday nights!

LTC SIGN-UP

West Erwin’s LTC Sign-up will be Sunday, Nov. 9, after the
evening assembly. The theme for this year is from the book of
John, “Light, Life & Word.” All students in grades 3-12 and their
families are encouraged to be a part of LTC. Last year 83 stu-
dents and about 120 adults were a part of the West Erwin LTC
group. If you are interested in helping or need more information,
come to the meeting or contact me for more information.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK...
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life." John 8:12

IMPORTANT DATES
Oct. 26 Fall Festival
Oct. 27 West Erwin Hosts Karing Kitchen
Nov. 2 Area-Wide Jr. High Gathering @ W.E.
Nov. 9 LTC Sign Up
Nov. 21-23 Middle School Retreat

Mallory Hancock was baptized Sunday, October
19, 2008. She is the daughter of Todd & Jana
Hancock and her address is 10257 FM 344 E.,

Whitehouse, TX 75791. We rejoice with you and
your family, Mallory!

Fred Hertwig was baptized by Don Crawford last
Monday. His address is 311 West Fourth Street,
Tyler, TX 75701. Welcome to the West Erwin
family, Fred!

GOD-Given Cycles of Life

GOD has built into our lives certain cycles.
For instance, there are cycles of eating, cycles of
sleeping, cycles of work, and cycles of play.
When one of those cycles is broken, misery is
usually the result. It's common for university
students to deprive themselves of the normal
cycle of sleep during semester exams. Many
people suffer with heartburn and indigestion
because they failed to follow the proper cycle of
eating. Misery comes when we break the GOD-
given cycles of life.

We would all do well to recognize our cycles.
For me, | function best when | alternate between
periods of intense activity and periods of solitude.
| have a tendency to burn out inwardly before |

do outwardly which makes me an agitated ball of
energy —— busy among people, but life
deficient. Knowing this about myself helps me to
know the importance of retreating like Jesus did.
In the retreat is where | find the renewing
strength of the power of GOD.

| share this with you to let you know about the
freedom that lies within this secret. | no longer
rebuke myself that 1 am not giving enough
attention to study and meditation during the
intense activities, nor do | feel guilty, nor
unproductive for periods of rest and reflection.
And as a minister, this has helped me find the
freedom of thinking | must be everywhere all the
time. There are times when | really need to be
hidden. How about you?

STARQINISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

removed his

most powerful

What do you do when you realize that you are the most
powerful person in the room? On the eve of his death,
Jesus assembled the disciples in an upper room. He then

outer garment (John 13:4), the external

symbol of his earthly authority, and began to wash the feet
of his disciples (13:5). All the while, he knew he was the

person in the room (13:3).

When he resumed his place at the table, Jesus asked if they understood what he had done.
As the most powerful person in the room, he had washed their feet. They no longer had an
excuse for refusing to do the same. He then gave them this principle: No servant is greater
than his master (13:16). So I ask again: What do you do when you realize that you are the
most powerful person in the room? All of us enjoy a measure of power as parents, older
siblings, employers, voters, civil servants, and even as volunteers here at West Erwin. But
how are we leveraging our power? For the good of others? Or to glorify ourselves? Jesus
gives a gentle, yet firm warning: Use power to benefit others, rather than for self-
promotion. Otherwise, a person may be guilty of elevating the servant above the Master.

Thank You

Dear Christian Friends at West Erwin,
Thank you so much for your cards, calls and food
during my recent illness. They brightened my day
and raised my spirits.

Evelyn Messer

Grocery Items Needed
Medina Children’s Home is in need of the
following: coffee (regular & decaf.), graham
crackers & sugar. Please place these items in the
barrel at the northwest doors on Erwin Street by
Nov. 3. Be sure to check the expiration dates.

Opportunities at ETCA

East Texas Christian Academy is looking for a
person who loves children to work in the pre-
school after school care position with three and
four-year-olds. You must be 18 years of age or
older. The hours are 3:00-6:00 p.m. each day.
ETCA is also seeking a coach for the middle school
and high school tennis teams. Please call Bev Anne
McCorkle at 903-561-8642 in you are interested in
either of these opportunities.

Sunday,
October 26 %
615-830 pm. s " ): "
Family Life LG

Cent
e Please bring a
bag of wrapped

Carnival Bogths
for Children candy.

Birth-5th Grade
Games, Prizes &
Costume Contest!

Sponsored by West Crwin Youth Ministry

Refreshments
will be served.

Welcome, New Members!

Barry & Carolyn Ciaschini
221 Bayhills Drive, Hideaway, Texas 75771

Cassie Griffin
P.O. Box 8057, Tyler, TX 75711

Angela Hudnall
422 E. Sixth St., Tyler, TX 75701

Grace Riser
(mother of Carolyn Ciaschini)
Briarcliff Nursing Home
3403 S Vine Ave., Tyler, TX 75701

We welcome you fo the West Frwin "Fam@!
New Address

Alma Flores
403 W. Summerkamp, Tyler, TX 75702

Acapella Gospel Music Concert

South Main Church of Christ in Henderson, TX
invites you to hear Vocal Union, an acapella
gospel music group from Nashville, TN.
The concert will be Saturday, .
October 25 at 7:00 p.m. There __ ‘
will also be a pre-show s
concert featuring
Paradigm vocal
group. This is a free
concert! For more
information, contact
Chris Cummings at
903-218-4140.

Fall Lecture Series at Holly Lake
You are invited to hear Jeff Jenkins from
Lewisville, TX October 26-29 at the Holly Lake
Church of Christ in Hawkins, TX as he speaks on
“The Kingdom of God.” He will speak Sunday at
9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. See the flyer on the
news & notes bulletin board by the small
auditorium.

Cookies for Fall Festival
We need people to bring cookies to g
the fall festival. Please sign up at > @

the Visitor Center. 4'5‘-:3'{:&-"}"
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Records Sunday- Oct. 12 Sunday-Oct. 5 Year Ago
Bible Class 445 446 403
Worship a.m. 712 702 672
Worship p.m. 424 405 410
Wed. p.m. 340 389 NC
Contribution $25,257.20 $27,524.68 $25,005.99
Weekly Budget $26,060.00
Updates: Danny Craddock (former member}, will have prostate cancer surgery on

Oct. 29 in Austin. | Melvin Crow had neck surgery Tuesday, 10/14 at ETMC. | Beth
Ernst, stepmom of Matt Kelly’s sister-in-law, has breast cancer. | Linda Foreman,
Shelly Mullins’ mother & Les Carruth’s sister, is at Mother Frances Hospital, room
5516. | Kyle Foote, 18-year-old son of a friend of Linda Westerfeld, was involved in a
single car accident and is in critical condition. | David Frick had a procedure to
remove a kidney stone Wed., 10/15. | Terry Frick is doing well following surgery. |
Glenda Mills had foot surgery on Tuesday, 10/14. | Ruth Meazell had surgery Wed.,
10/15 at Mother Frances Hospital. | Gayle Payne is at Baylor Hospital in Dallas. |
Bettye Price is now at Park Place for rehabilitation. | Bobby Simpson, Ruth Ellis’ dad,
had a pacemaker implanted Oct. 15 in Abilene. | Sylvia Tharpe had a successful
surgery to remove a kidney stone. She is still in the hospital in Dallas. | Frank
Wilmeth, Bill Wilmeth’s brother, is having surgery Oct. 20.

West Erwin Family: Debbie Baldwin | Lowrane Canada | Chuck Gillam | Louise Harris
| Liz Rogers | Geri Moore| Ongoing concerns: Johnny Anders | Darrell Beard | Delle
Bullard | Delores Bundy | Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob
May | Bobbye May | Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Ruth Meazell |
Samuel Mink | Geri Moore | Thomas Park | Kay Parrish | George Richardson | Odell
Sessions | Judy Smith | Scott Smith, Michelle’s husband | Esther Wilson | Ponder
Wright, Sr. Family & Friends: Coleen Porter, Reice Gibson’s sister | Williams
Rancanoj, instructor at Biblical Institute of Central America | Theron Snell, Danny
Snell’s father | Ongoing concerns: Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister |
Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother | Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou
Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-law | Carey
Woods, Dorothy Woods' stepson

SERVING SUNDAY

10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY
Call to worship Danny Snell
Prayer Wayne Berryman
Scripture Gary Broome
Dismiss James Sublette
Presiding At The Lord’s Table Jim Carty

SERVING COMMUNION

Randal Partain Jimmy Philpot
Bob Paul Tanner Philpot
Stan Perkins Wendell Potter
Tim Perry Fred Powell

5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer Don Chaffin
Scripture Gene Chandler
Dismiss Chad Chauncey

GREETERS
Howard & Linda Dickson & Preston Conder
Don & Norma Durham & Caitlin Cook
Alan & Patsy Fisher & Chandler Cook
Visitor Center:
Glynn & Fran Starnes
Fred & Sara Poweli

Pick up cards for October 19 : Tanner Perry, Stephen Moore,
Colton Haile, Austin Millican, Isaac Millican

‘From The Heart of TYLER”

& Bible-based
@ Christ-centered
# People-oriented
@ Heart-filled
¢ Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEXAS

420 West Erwin o Tyler, Texas 75702 ¢ (903)592-0809 » FAX (903)592-0860 « www.westerwin.org

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram

ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship Workers: Nursery a.m.: Frances Broome;
Nursery p.m.: Lynda Terrell; Toddlers a.m: Kris & Maselyn
Walker ; Toddlers p.m.: Sharon & Chloe Ainsworth ; 2's a.m.:

George & Crystal Hill; 3’s & 4’s a.m.: Brant & Jeri Prestidge

MINISTERS

Mike Baker - Pulpit Minister QIINDAV ASSEMBLIE,S.:N\“:Qn,“,
Don Crawford - Involvement Danny Snell - Youth i e at i
Michael Whitworth, Education Minister  Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister | | BIP1® SCNOO! oociiiivwiviiiiiiciiiinninss 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class ...........coocevuurunne 10:00 A.M.

MISSIONS Morning Worship ...............ccooieuneen. 10:00 A.M. (Sept through May)
Rafael Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz BLCA. | | Evening Worship ............. Sept-May 5:00 P.M. Bible Classes ..........ccoeoiiiniienncnne. 7:00 P.M.
ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 PM.

Jay Bynum Don Durham Dr. Aaran DuVall TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Ron Lott Phil Marts Bill Mullins | | Christian Service Center.............. 9:00 A.M. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

What Sermon Does Your Life Preach?

| have spoken in the past of Felton Spraggins, who was a
wonderful friend and who was our preacher in Georgia until
his untimely death in 1990. Felton exhibited so many positive
traits which have influenced my life and my ministry. He had
a genuine sense of friendliness and was a great encourager.
In fact, he encouraged me to go into the pulpit.

| came across one of Felton's articles recently and
wanted to share it with you. Felton cared deeply for personal
evangelism and outreach, and he reminded us often that the
world sees all of us as the church, not just the preacher.
Please consider his thoughts from 1984.

Peter sets forth the pattern for God's glorification
among unbelievers through the Christian with these words,
‘having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your
good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of
visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12). Not everyone is able to preach, sing
or to teach publicly, but each of us can be a living epistle in
which others may read of Christ.

A minister closed his sermon with an eloquent
appeal. Among those accepting the invitation was a woman
of wealth and high social standing. She gave the following
statement regarding her response to the invitation.

“I want you to know just why | came forward tonight.

It was not due to any word spoken by the preacher. | stand
here because of the influence of the little woman who sits
here before me. Her fingers are roughed by toil, and the hard
work of many years has stooped her low. She is just an
obscure washerwoman who has served in my home for many
years. | have never known her to become impatient, to speak
an unkind word, or to do anything dishonorable. | know of
countless litlle acts of unselfish love that adorn her life. I'm
ashamed to say it, but | have openly sneered at her faith. Yet
when my little girl died, this woman helped me to look beyond
the grave and to shed my first tears of hope. The gentle
magnetism of her life has drawn me to Christ. | want what
has made her life so beautiful.”

The little woman sitting near the front had eyes
streaming with tears of joy. Addressing the congregation, the
preacher said, “Let me introduce you fo the real preacher of
the evening.”

Although we may not be eloquent with words or even
able to write, all of us can glorify God with our lives. “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matt. 5:16).

Felton’s life is still “preaching” in my life. What about
your life? What sermon is it preaching to others?
See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...

“Forgiveness”
both to give and to receive.

Sermons for October 19 by Mike Baker
A.M.: The Spots Of Sin (Jas. 1:27)
P.M.: If I Could Ask Jesus (Matt. 19:16-17)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart... by Danny

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK...
"For you were once darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit
of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness
and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.”
Ephesians 5:8-10

IMPORTANT DATES
Oct. 19 Small Groups Meet
Oct. 26 Fall Festival
Oct. 27 West Erwin Hosts Karing Kitchen
Nov. 2 Area-Wide Jr. High Gathering @ W.E.
Nov. 21-23 Middle School Retreat

THANKS!

Thanks to the middle school for helping with several pro-
jects this past Sunday. We were able to make some much
needed new stands for the Fall Festival and we had a great
time doing it! Thanks to Jeff Parrish, Mark Frick, Keith
Johnson, Tim & Patti Grounds & Lisa Snell for helping.

FALL FESTIVAL

Sunday, Oct. 26 is the Children’s Fall Festival. Our teens
host this evening for the children... of all ages! It is a spe-
cial evening of great fun and fellowship. Mark your calen-
dars! We need about 40 dozen cookies & Bags of wrapped
candy. If you are interested in helping, sign up at the Visi-
tors Center.

LIVING GODLY IN AN UN-GODLY WORLD

Join us for our very special classes “Living Godly in an
Un-Godly World.” this fall on Wednesday nights. Make
plans now to be present on Wednesday nights!

Out of Control

We all use this phrase from time to time. We
say that one who is in a fit of rage or driving
recklessly is “out of control.” The same goes for
anyone who takes something too far whether it's
using prescription drugs, alcohol, overeating,
fitness, work — we say they are “out of control.”
Yet, does the other side of that coin mean we
are to be “in control?” Just as | have known
people “out of control” so have | known people
who are “in control.” People who are so
determined to stay “in control” that they
intimidate, dominate and manipulate everyone
around them. That kind of “in control” is just as
bad as “out of control.”
Control was probably the Pharisees main

addiction. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the
kingdom of heaven in men’s faces. You
yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those
enter who are trying to” (Mt. 23:13).

Why were the Pharisees not entering the
kingdom? Because entering the kingdom meant
giving up the control. It meant giving up their
“gatekeeper” position.

| suppose it's the Pharisee in all of us that
wants to control the spiritual aspects of our own
lives. Jesus was trying to teach us that only
when we lay down our pharisaical robes will we
realize we can do nothing on our own strength —
— we will only make a mess of it as did the
Pharisees.

ap’risms

Kenzie Fedell was baptized Wednesday, October
1, 2008. She is the daughter of Rick & Karen Fedell
and her address is 14079 West Peninsula Dr.,
Whitehouse, TX 75791.

Jose Gonzalez was also baptized into Christ on
October 1. Estela Gonzalez, lose’s wife, was
baptized Sunday, October 12. Their address is
7761 FM 14 Lot 38, Tyler, TX 75702.

Cassidy Suggs was baptized Sunday, October 12,
2008. She is the daughter of Stuart & Marisa Suggs
and her address is 8937 Pleasant Hill Circle, Tyler,
TX 75707.

Ne rejoice as fﬁ@ have /mz‘ on their Lord in
5apﬁ.vm./

STAR’_}:_TI:INISH

MICHAEL _
WHITWORTH | congregation,

This week, I have been with our brothers and sisters at the
Clinton, Mississippi congregation holding a gospel meeting.
. The meeting has been a great delight to be a part of and an
immense blessing to my life. My mother grew up in that

and my parents were married there. The

Clinton congregation has always had a special place in my
heart, and it was good to be with them again.

I want to remind our K-5th Grade teachers, as well as those on the Resource Room team,
of our potluck lunch following the morning worship services this coming Sunday, October
19th (families are also invited). We have made significant additions to the teachers’
workroom, and I will be providing a demonstration of our new equipment. If you are a
teacher, and cannot be at this potluck meal,
aware of a few things. I want to take this opportunity to thank Nancy Crawford and all
those who serve with her on the Resource Room team. They work many hours to see that
our teachers’ workroom is fully stocked and has the best resources available to our
teachers. They are all true examples of what it means to be a servant of God’s kingdom.

please contact me so that I can make you

Directory Update
Joey, Mindy & Toby Marse
21942 Syrah Lane, Tyler, TX 75703
903-894-6651

Melinda Honey
5261 Hwy. 135 N # B9, Gladewater, TX 75647

Books or Bibles
If you have children’s books or Bibles, please bring
them to the church building to be sent to an
orphanage in Kenya. Reba Sorrells does this work
through World Bible School.

Thank You
t's impossible for Sylvia and i to properly thank

everyone at the Lord’s church at West Erwin for

he cards, calls and prayers- especially Bob and
Barbara Paul who took Sylvia to Dallas and Bar-
bara spent the night in the hospital with Sylvia.
God'’s richest blessings on all.
J.R. & Sylvia Tharpe
West Erwin Talent Show
Mark your calendars for a fun evening this Saturday,
October 18, for the West Erwin Talent Show! It will be
at the Family Life Center. Please bring snacks, finger

foods and drinks. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m. and the
show will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Childrens’ Home In Need

A childrens’ home in Nueva Rosita, Mexico is in
need of two baby beds and six junior or toddler
beds. As of now, these children are having to
sleep on the floor. Please contact Danny Snell for
more info at the church office at 903-592-0809.

Cookies for Fall Festival

We need people to bring cookies to the fall
festival. Please sign up at the Visitor Center.

Grocery Items Needed

Medina Children’s Home is in need of the
following: coffee (regular & decaf.), graham
crackers & sugar. You may place these items in
the barrel located by the northwest doors on
Erwin Street (Playschool entrance) by Nov. 3. Be
sure to check the expiration dates as they cannot
distribute expired food.

Opening at ETCA

East Texas Christian Academy is looking for a
person who loves children to work in the pre-
school after school care position with three and
four-year-olds. You must be 18 years of age or
older. The hours are 3:00-6:00 p.m. each day.
ETCA is also seeking a coach for the middle school
and high school tennis teams. Please call Bev
Anne McCorkle at 903-561-8642 in you are
interested in either of these opportunities.

Sunday,
October 26
6:15-8:30 p.m.
Family Life Cen-

ter Please bring a
Carnival Booths bag of
}“01‘ C_..hildﬂren wrapped
Birth-5th Grade candy.

Games, Prizes & Refresh £
Costume Contest! SASBIILEN LS

B

Sponsored by West Erwin Youth Ministry
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Records Sunday- Oct. 5 Sunday—-Sept.28 Year Ago

Bible Class 446 503 447
Worship a.m. 702 721 703
Worship p.m. 405 437 446

Wed. p.m. 389 395 362
Contribution $27,524.68 $56,713.84 $30,505.77

Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Danny Craddock (former member), will have prostate cancer surgery
on Oct. 29 in Austin. | Melvin Crow will have neck surgery Tuesday, 10/14 at
ETMC. | Ellen Poindexter, mother of Kenna Kempton, is undergoing tests. |
Bettye Price is at ETMC, room 2237. | Williams Rancanoj, instructor at Biblicat
Institute of Central America, was severly beaten and is suffering two blood clots
in the brain and is not able to see out of one eye. | Theron Snell, Danny Snell’s
father, was burned on his side. | Bobby Simpson, Ruth Ellis’ dad, will be having a
pacemaker implanted Oct. 15 in Abilene. | Sylvia Tharpe will undergo a
procedure on October 13 to remove a kidney stone.

-West Erwin Family: Debbie Baldwin | Lowrane Canada | Chuck Gillam | Louise
Harris | Liz Rogers | Geri Moore| Ongoing concerns: Johnny Anders | Darrell
Beard | Delle Bullard | Delores Bundy | Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Dub & Opal
Mathews | Bob May | Bobbye May | Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade
McDonald | Ruth Meazell | Samuel Mink | Geri Moore | Thomas Park | Kay
Parrish | George Richardson | Odell Sessions | Judy Smith | Scott Smith,
Michelle’s husband | Esther Wilson | Ponder Wright, Sr.

Family & Friends:lackson Brooks, grandson of Bud & Charlotte Cawyer | Lucy
Myers, granddaughter of Paul & Carolyn Montandon Ongoing concerns: Marlena
Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister | Rheba Burgess, Norma Durham’s mother
| Nelva Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt | Lou Jarrett, Rebekah Carnathan’s uncle |
Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-law | Carey Woods, Dorothy Woods’
stepson

SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY

Call to worship Danny Snell
Prayer Jim Armstrong
Scripture Stefan Andrews
Dismiss Bill Mullins
Presiding At The Lord’s Table Ernest Bennett
SERVING COMMUNION
Alex Mullins Larry Murphey
Bill Mullins Bryce Murry
Jordan Mullins Dan Murry
Kenneth Muncy Jon Murry
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer David Asbill
Scripture David Blaylock
Dismiss Dennis Brand

GREETERS
Melvin & Nina Crow & Kinsey Lockhart
Ken & Cathy Culpepper & Keaton Ainsworth
Harold & Shirley Denman & Casey Bellar
Visitor Center:
Phil & Linda Marts
Charles & Linda Westerfeld

Pick up cards for October 12 : Tanner Perry, Stephen Moore,
Colton Haile, Austin Millican, Isaac Millican

‘From The Heart of TYLER”

® Bible-based
@ Christ-centered
# People-oriented
@ Heart-filled
& Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TE X A S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram

ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship Workers: Nursery a.m.: Joy Rousseau;
Nursery p.m.: Cathy Scroggins; Toddlers a.m: Harold & Shirley
Denman; Toddlers p.m.: Beverly Perry & Rachel Huff; 2’s a.m.:
Clifton & Cristy Lindsey; 3's & 4's a.m.: Will & Stephanie

Also continue to pray for those who are shut-in and in nursing homes. Christian
MINISTERS ASSEMBLIES
Mike Baker - Pulpit Minister SUNDAY WEDNESDAY
Don Crawford - Involvement Danny Snell - Youth . . A ; .
Michael Whitworth, Education Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister Bible .School SN 9:00 A.M. Ladies Bible Class .............ccocoenrnnne 10:00 A.M.
MISSIONS Morning Worsh'up [ 10:00 A.M. ) (Sept through May)
Rafasl Falcon John Baker Armondo Alaniz BICA. Evening Worship ............. Sept-May 5:00 PM. Bible Classes ...........ccevviieniciincnns 7:00 P.M,
ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 PM.
Jay Bynum Don Durharm Or. Aaron Duval | | TVESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Ron Lott Phil Marts " Bill Mullins Christian Service Center ............. 9:00 AM. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

What’s In Your Future?

When we were young nearly everyone used to dream of
what the future would hold. What would we become?
What adventures would we have? Where would life take
us? Some of us are still dreamers.

As we mature we begin to realize that not all of our
dreams will be realized. In fact, many of our dreams never
make it out of the dream stage. We enjoy them as distant
thoughts but put little or no effort into making them a reality.

But on the really important dreams we can't afford to
just sit around. We need to take some action to see our
dreams become reality.

This Sunday we will be examining two lessons that
should help us reexamine our dreams and see where we
stand with God. Sunday morning we will examine, “Is Your
Future Secure?” With
all of the unrest in the
stock market many of
us now have
considerably less in
our retirement
accounts. What
plans will we have if
that money shrinks
further? Would we

be interested in an investment that is guaranteed?
Naturally I'm speaking of an eternal investment.

Then on Sunday
night we will examine
the topic, “What Is
Your Life?"  This
lesson will cover who
we were in the past,

\Vhﬁ Wo aAro NN aﬂl’l !
WiV ¥Wo dilv 11IVvyY 1

who we will be in the
future_ Purpase: Ta help us review who we are

Consider the first
verse and chorus of
the song, ‘| Know Who Holds Tomorrow.”

“I don’t know about tomorrow, | just live from day to day;
| don’t borrow from its sunshine, for its skies may turn to
gray; | don't worry o're the future, for | know what Jesus
said, and today I'l walk beside Him, for He knows what is
ahead.”

“Many things about tomorrow | dont seem to
understand; but | know who holds tomorrow, and | know
who holds my hand.” What's in your future, friends?

See you Sunday! Mike

Open Our Eyes That We May See...

“Forgiveness”
both to give and to receive.

Sermons for October 12 by Mike Baker
AM.: Is Your Future Secure? (Matt. 6:19-21)
P.M.: What Is Your Life? (James 4:13-16)
Tune in to KTBB AM 600 Sundays from 7:30-8:00 a.m.
for “Our Living Hope.”

“The Church With Heart”




Youth With Heart.. by Danny

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK...
Be imitators of God, therefore,
as dearly loved children
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us
and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:1-2

IMPORTANT DATES
Oct. 12 Middle School Devotional
Oct. 19 Small Groups Meet
Oct. 26 Fall Festival
Oct. 27 West Erwin Hosts Karing Kitchen
Nov. 2 Area-Wide Jr. High Gathering @ W.E.
Nov. 21-23 Middle School Retreat

LIVING GODLY IN AN UN-GODLY WORLD

Join us in a very special class for the fall on Wednesday
nights. The title is “Living Godly in an Un-Godly
World.” We will have separate girls & guys groups. We
are excited about the teachers and the direction. Be watch-
ing for more details to come... and make plans now to be
present on Wednesday nights!

MIDDLE SCHOOL DEVOTIONAL

All of those in the middle school group are invited to the
devotional on Sunday, Oct. 12 after the evening assembly.
Please bring $3 for supper. Invite a friend to join us! We
will be finished at 8:30.

FALL FESTIVAL

Sunday, Oct. 26 is the Children’s Fall Festival. Our teens
host this evening for the children... of all ages! It is a spe-
cial evening of great fun and fellowship. Mark your calen-
dars!

%

%

; Services were held Wednesday at West Erwin

Our Greatest Challenge

What would you say if asked the question, “What
is our greatest challenge at West Erwin?” How would
you answer this question?

I may not know what our greatest challenge is, but
| know what brings us the greatest joy. One is seeing
a person submitting himself to the call of Christ and
having his sins cleansed — watching the old being
buried in the watery grave of baptism and watching
the new being emerging in newness and strength.
Therein lies one great challenge in helping people
find their way back to GOD.

Secondly, the greatest joy is watching people
being released for ministry. We are not all created to
be eyes, but we are all recreated to be part of
something bigger than ourselves ..... the body of
Christ. And each part has its function. Therefore, we
ought to expect GOD to connect His people to divine

opportunities. GOD wants His people to serve (Eph.
4:11-13). He handed out certain gifts to His people
(each and every one) to equip the body for works of
service until the entire body is moving rhythmically
and in complete sync with one another. The great joy
is to watch the body move and work with grace and
efficiency to the call of Christ to the point that we are
fully alive and fully mature within and without.

Again, therein lies our greatest challenge in
helping Christians find that place GOD wants them to
be. We have experienced both of these joys this past
week with Kenzie Fedell and Jose Gonzalez being
baptized and several others saying, | can’'t do many
things for the church, but | can clean up after the
Wednesday night meal and | can do WBS. What a
joy! What a challenge!

By Don Crawford

STAR;@:INISH

MICHAEL
WHITWORTH

contains the

For the past several months, I have been involved with a
rather in-depth study of Genesis. The benefits I have reaped
from this study have been a great blessing, and I would like to
share one of those benefits with you this week. Did you know
that buried in the mundane chapter of Genesis 5, which

genealogy of Adam, we have an early

announcement of the New Testament gospel?

English readers of the Old Testament often miss the significance of names, but such
significance was not lost on the original Hebrew audience. The name Adam means “man.” The
name Seth means “appointed.” The name Enosh means “frail” or “mortal.” The name Kenan
means “sorrow.” Mahalalel means “Blessed God.” Jared is derived from a Hebrew verb meaning
“will descend.” Enoch means “teaching.” Methusaleh means “his death will bring,” and he died
in the year of the Flood. Lamech means “despairing” and comes from a root from which we get

our English word lament. The final name, Noah,

means “relief.” Placed together, the ten names

of Genesis 5 read, “"Man appointed mortal sorrow; [the] blessed God will descend teaching

[that] his death will bring [the] despairing relief.” Tucked away in the names of the first family

are hints of God’s redemptive intentions. Thank God for that precious scheme of redemption!

With Sympathy
¥ We express our deepest sympathy to the Cook

x; and Mitcham families on the loss of Allen Cook.
B

B Bryne Stone. Services were held in Tulsa,
B Oklahoma. Our prayers are also with Pat
£ Malone on the loss of his grandmother, Newton
g Adel Atnip, who passed away Sunday. Our love

B and prayers are with each of these families.

West Erwin Talent Show

Mark your calendars for a fun evening Saturday,
October 18 for the West Erwin Talent Show! It will be at
the Family Life Center. Please bring snacks, finger foods
and drinks. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m. and the show
will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Hello from Delaware!
Hello West Erwin!
It seems as only yesterday we left, but instead it
has been over 2 months. We miss you
alll Valentina is teaching French 2 hours a day and
really enjoying it. It took me a little while to figure
out what to do, but 1 did and things are going well
for me. | have written some correspondence
courses, have an article in the newspaper and
working some in the hospital. We miss the warm
family, the great singing and the connection that
we had there. But, we have a new family, with
new friendships and they, too, are warm. Thank
you all for the encouragement you have given us
and for having been there to be what a church
should be.
In your debt,
GW and Valentina Cliver
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# Thank you so much for the flowers, calls, card

Weleome New Members!

Charles & Gayle Payne
5818 Foxcroft Road, Tyler, TX 75703,
903-939-2696

We welcome You to the West Erwin ‘Tami\/y/

\l'(

Phone Number Change

dghethr_[_Ch Cathy Stowers
Iy
Opaate 903-283-2671

Available Positions at ETCA

East Texas Christian Academy is seeking a coach
for the middle school and high school tennis
teams. Please contact the

st)hool o::ﬁce to learn more e AT mm,-;immsﬂa :
about this opportunity at
903-561-8642. ETCAis also ACAEMY
looking for a person who
loves children to work in the pre-school after
school care position with 3 and 4-year-olds. You
must be 18 years of age or older. The hours are
from 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. each day. Please call
Bev Anne McCorkle at 903-561-8642 if interested.

Grocery Items Needed

Medina Children’s Home is in need of the
following: coffee (regular & decaf.), graham
crackers & sugar. You may place these items in
the barrel located by the northwest doors on
Erwin Street (Playschool entrance) by Nov. 3. Be
sure to check the expiration dates as they cannot
distribute expired food.

Congratulations!
Isaiah Nicholas Browning was born in Rockwall
last week to Michael & Rebecca Browning.
Congratulations to grandmother
Brenda Browning, great- . /7 XA
&)

grandparents Aubrey & Jean
Morman and Nelda Browning
(former member).
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Thank You

Dear West Erwin,

Y and especially the prayers at the loss of m
i sister.

Dear Brethren,
# My wife and | would like to thank you for you
| recent check sent to the Crockett Rd. Church o
% Christ in our behalf. We are so grateful for you
. generosity and kindness. We will never forge
the many churches who have helped us in thi
difficult time.

In Christian Love
Billy & Amanda Lan

(See full letter on news & notes bulletin board).
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Records Sunday-Sept. 28 Sunday-Sept.21  Year Ago
Bible Class 503 459 435
Worship a.m. 721 678 646
Worship p.m. 437 444 410
Wed. p.m. 395 411 402
Contribution $56,713.84 $27,739.72 $27,895.66
Weekly Budget $26,060.00

Updates: Debbie Baldwin is very ill with digestive problems. | Lowrane Canada
was hospitalized for pancreatic attack but is now home. |Allen Cook, Judy
Mitcham & Tommy Cook’s dad, had gallbladder surgery Tuesday, 9/30 at ETMC.
| Chuck Gillam had day surgery for his back on Thursday, 10/2 at Mother
Frances. | Louise Harris is now home from the hospital. |Liz Rogers had cataract
surgery Thursday, 10/2. | Jackson Brooks, 16-mo.-old grandson of Bud &
Charlotte Cawyer had surgery Thursday, 10/2 at Vanderbilt in Nashville, TN for a
tumor on his upper lip and nose. | Ellen Poindexter, mother of Kenna Kempton,
is at ETMC. | Bryne Stone, Jonathan Stone’s dad, is bleeding internally and is not
doing well. | Geri Moere is now-home after knee replacement surgery.
West Erwin Family: Johnny Anders | Darrell Beard | Delle Bullard | Delores
Bundy | Warren & Gaynelle Gray | Merle Lane | Dub & Opal Mathews | Bob
May | Bobbye May | Shirley McClenny | Penny & Wade McDonald | Ruth
Meazell | Hugh Mills | Samuel Mink | Geri Moore | Thomas Park | Kay Parrish |
Bettye Price | George Richardson | Odell Sessions | Judy Smith | Scott Smith,
Michelle’s husband | Sylvia Tharpe | Esther Wilson | Ponder Wright, Sr.
Family & Friends:Marlena Battenfield, Michelle’s Smith’s sister | Rheba Burgess,
Norma Durham’s mother | J.W. Harrell, friend of Phil & Linda Marts | Nelva
Higgs, Chad Chauncey’s aunt |Lucy Myers, 6-mo.-old granddaughter of Paul &
Carolyn Montandon |Glen Pimberton, brother-in-law of Danny Snell | Coleen
Pilkinton, friend of Michael Whitworth | Jim Smith, Michelle Smith’s father-in-
law | Carey Woods, Dorothy Woods’ stepson

Also continue to pray for those who are shut-in and in nursing homes.

SERVING SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. ASSEMBLY

Call to worship Don Crawford

Prayer Tony Adams
Scripture Chris Ables
Dismiss Phil Marts

Presiding At The Lord’s Table
SERVING COMMUNION

Kalon Ainsworth

Alex Mullins Larry Murphey
Bill Mullins Bryce Murry
Jordan Mullins Dan Murry
Kenneth Muncy Jon Murry
5:00 P.M. ASSEMBLY
Prayer Johnny Anders
Scripture Keaton Ainsworth
Dismiss Scott Albritton

GREETERS
John & Ruby Cliver & Briana Bradshaw
Chad & Amber Chauncey & Audrey Wright
Milburn & Jan Cook & Betsy Asbill
Visitor Center:
Dannie & Sue Skipper
Jim & Sue Carty

Pick up cards for October 5 : Matthew Kimball, Brayden
Kempton, Evan Kingsbury, Carson Hancock, Grant Perkins

‘From The Heart of TYLER’

@ Bible-based
& Christ-centered
% People-oriented
& Heart-filled
@ Sent out

WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
TYLER TEXA S

Minibus Driver for Sunday and Wednesday: Don Ingram
ph. 509-8955. Please call if you need transportation.

Children’s Worship Workers: Nursery a.m.: Cathy Scroggins;
Nursery p.m.: Joy Rosseau; Toddlers a.m: Beverly Perry & Rachel
Huff; Toddlers p.m.: Harold & Shirley Denman; 2’s a.m.: Gary &
Jennifer Heath; 3's & 4’s a.m.: Joey & Leslie Coker

MINISTERS

Mike Baker - Pulpil Minister ASSEMBLIES
Don Crawford - Involvement Danny Snell - Youlh E%PDSA\; ] :{VE"DNE!’%DA‘.’ . "
Michael Whitworth, Education Minister Israel Sandoval, Hispanic Minister ible SChOOl ..o 9:00 A.M. adies Bible Class ............ccoucovennnee 10:00 A.M.
MISSIONS Morning Worship 10:00 A.M. (Sept through May)
Rafael Falcon John Baker Armendo Alaniz BICA. Evening Worship ............. Sept-May 5:00 P.M. Bible Classes ........ccccvvvrvnreserrerrensenns 7:00 PM,
ELDERS June-Aug 6:00 P.M.
Jay Bynum Don Durham Dr. Aaron Duvall | | TUESDAY AND THURSDAY WEST ERWIN CHURCH OF CHRIST
Ron Lot Phil Maris " Bill Mullins Christian Service Center ............. 9:00 AM. to 420 West Erwin — Tyler, Texas 75702-7133
James Sublette Ray Vannoy Leon Welborn Fred Wingate 11:00 A.M. (903) 592-0809
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Moments With Mike

What’s On Your List?

At the young age of 15, John Goddard set 127 lifetime goals.
Now in his 70's, he has accomplished 109 of the goals on his list.
Described by some as a real life Indiana Jones, some may
dismiss him as simply being an “overachiever.” However, can
we ever say that we have achieved if we do not have goals?
Here is a sample of some of the goals that John set as a

teen.

eBecome an Eagle Scout

«Dive in a submarine

eRun a mile in 5 minutes

«Explore the entire Nile, Congo, and Amazon rivers

»Get married and h